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Mavan, 


Naos it was a Converſation of va 
that led me to conſider the Subject 
of the following Tract more per- 


could think of no Way ſo proper 
hs to introduce it to the World, as by 
a Dedication to Yourſelf.” 
Wär THER its Sentiments agree entirely with 
| Yours or no, yet I am almoſt ſure it will be ac 
ceptable to You, as it is a ſincere and free Search 
after Truth, in a moſt important Point of Neli- 
gion; on which, I know, Your Heart is tryly 
and wholly fix'd. Icouldon other Accounts ex- 
tiate as much on Vour ſingular Merit and Per- 
ections, as any Author whatever; and I believe 
with more Fuſtice, and leſs Flattery, than moſt Men 
do on ſuch Occaſions: But as You look uponall 


other Accompliſhments as 2 rifles, in 3 


fectly than ever I had done; I 
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or uwe Chriſtian Knowledge and Moral 


DEDICATION. 


Goodneſs ;. it would be unjuſt to ſet You forth as 


Life and Converſation on the ſolid acip| 
R Reaſons We are convinced, 0 


Tou, by a greater Humility and Mets 


Pattern to Your: Sex, but in thoſe Things 
which You Yourſelf think really valuable, 2 
in which I think but few equal ; 
Ir is not often, that we ſee Ladies entring to 
Thoks Furpoſe, into a Knowledge of Ethics and 
They are generally taken up with the 
Pomp ot Dreſs, and the Vanity of Play, or ſome 
other criminal or trifling Amuſement : B K. 
moſt ſecret Points of Truth, which lie far 
the common Reach of feminine Capacities, = 
wherein Nu ſee the Intereſt of Religion is greatly 
concern d, are Your daily Thought and Study. 
Can, it be for any other End, than 0 form Your 
Site of 


Thing we ſee in Lou. It-ſexves to no 
Eads of Vanity, gives You no Affectation of 45 
ſuperior Genius; but only helps 0 TE. 


more exalted and rational Piety — 


and by a more affable, — 
tured _— towards all You 18 * con- 


; verſe wi 


May You, Madam ly bleſs the World by 


'Wbright an Example of true Religion and Virtue, 


and thus go on in the Ways of Perfection, till 


"You arrive at the higbeſt Degree of Happineſs and 
. that an human Creature is N of ! 
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Concerning his 


Beni of Hell- Iormeutis confidered. 


a, with great Phaſere, that I receiv- 
JE - your learned and elaborate Collection 

T, exts and Teſtimonies re __ the 
Beine of Hell- torments: Ta 
,, you, Sir! I read it over with ſome 
— i Application and Care, as e.. 
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petting DN Satisfaction on that curious Point, from a 


Perſon of your philoſophical Genius, and experienced Knows 
ledge in Divinity. Of this I was the more deſirous, Be- 
cauſe I had not long before publiſhed my own Thoughts upon © 


the ſame Subject: 31 ſuch they are, as differ widely from 


yours; and yet I find not, by all you have ſaid you it, 
the leaſt Reaſon to change my Opinion. 

NEAR the beginning of your Traft, you compliment. 
the late very learned Dr. Thomas Burnet, on his good 


Nature in thinking on your Side of the Queſtion, and in en. 


deavouring to confute the proper Eternity of Helk-toy-" 
ments: But yet you freely own, be has not gone tothe” 
Bottom of that Matter; and therefore think it high' m 
for you, who have more thoroughly confidered the 4 
cor. 


4 : 
os ys. 
: 2 


n — — — ——— —ꝛ area — 
- = : - . 2 5 1 5 
7 2 : q * 8 * ” * "oo TT) ** - 4 
; a 


E 
Records of Scripture and Antiquity, to keep Silence no 
longer; but to lay the whole Evidence you go upon before 
the World, that .it may ſee the Abſurdity of this Doc- 
trine, and the great Reproach it is to the Chriſtian 
Religion ;, upon which, you ſay in your Obſervations at 
the End of your Book, this Doctrine pretends principally 
to be grounded Will you give me leave to return, that 
this Thought of its being principally grounded on the 
Chriſtian Religion, is the unhappy Error, both of you 
and Dr. Burnet, and of all the good. natur ed Men that 
think with you; and, that after your whole Evidence 
brought, the Doctrine of a proper Eternity till appears 
to me ſo far from being abſurd in itſelf, that it would 
be the greateſt Reproach to the Goſpel of Chriſt, not to 
| aſſert and maintain it. Becauſe I think, I have ſhewn-in 
_ '#he Courſe of my Reaſoning, that the contrary Opinion, e- 
ſpecially that built upon ſuch Principles as yours, is utter- 
| ly inconſiſtent with the Moral Attributes of GOD, and 
| abſolutely deſtruttive both of natural and revealed Reli- 
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gion. | 1 1 
; YOU will find, I hope, by this ſmall Piece of * 
; that I am a fincere Lover of Truth, as I believe you to 
Bie; that I have a veal Veneration for Moral Goodnels 
and have no other View before me, than to eſtabliſh a true 
. Senſe of Piety and Virtue in the Hearts and Minds of 
Men: And have therefore endeavoured, in the beſt and 
cleareſt Manner I can, to ſearch to that Bottom, which 
you ſay Dr. Burnet did not do, and which I think you alſo 
have greatly failed in. | 
YOU imagine this Doctrine is a merely revealed Truth, 
and therefore rely only on Scripture and Antiquity, for 
the true Meaning of it : I, on the other Hand, deduce it from 
' @ much earlier Source, even from the eternal and unchange- 
able Natures and Reaſons of Things; and ſhew, that the 
_ Scriptures do not reveal, but only aſſert, the Truth of it. 
Aud tertainly, in all Reſearches of this Nature, wwe ought 
nat to be determined bu! by undeniable Demonſtration, fend: | 
| : 


The PREFACE. Ft 
ed on the Relations that Things bear one to another, con- 
ſidered concurrently with the Moral Properties tbe Di- 
Vine Being. Revelation can be of no Uſe in this Enquiry, 
but as its Aſertions do clearly and incontrovertibly comgort 
with theſe. 


AS to-your genuine Records of Antiquity, T ſhall ſay 
nothing of them, becauſe, till they all come to be acknow- 


ledg*d by others, and generally received, as of the fame 


Authority which you aſcribe to them ; you cannat but know, 
your Reaſonings from thence will have but little Wight. 
And as to the Texts of Scripture you have produced, I 


think you ſeem, for Want of conſidering the Rule juſt men- 


tioned, unwarily to- pervert the Senſe of them ; and, ta- 


king it for granted that Truth is with you, to al them 
merely to the Pre-conceptions'of your own Hypotheſis. 

YOUR Hypotheſis is confeſſedly this: That this Earth 
will, at the general Conflagration, be turned into a Comet, 
and the Fire of that Comet be made Gehenna, or the un- 
bappy Seat of condemned Sculs: But then, as this Comet 
may probably after many Revolutions, taking up Ages of 
Ages to finiſh, be turned again into @ new Earth or Planet; 
ſo theſe Ages of Ages will at laſt have an End, and con- 
ſequentiy the Puniſhment of the Damned, tho laſting (1 

think you ſhould have ſaid, lon o-laſting 3 becauſe you 
have fixed one of theſe Ages, Page 39. to at r leaſt four hun- 


dred Years) will not, nay, cannot, be properly eternal. 


This indeed, in your ſixth Ob/ervation, you would have 
us to look upon, as your own Conjecture z and probably no 
wiſe Man, or good Chriſtian, will ever confider it as any 
other; but yet it is your fundamental Principle: It is 
that, for the Sake whereof your whole Book was written: 
And any Reader with half an Dye may ſee, that your 
chief Defign is, to adapt the Senſe of Scripture and Anti- 
quity to this (Your and Dr. Butnei's) philoſophical No- 
tion. Hence, neither of you can admit any Senſe of Hell- 
torments, but the literal : Hence, incurably wicked Souls 
muſt be finally deſtroyed ; becauſe they are unworthy of Sal. 


Uon, 
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vation, and their Puniſhment will have an end: Hence, 
the Immortality of the Soul ſignifies no more than its ſur- 
vi ving the Body: Hence, that any human Soul, nay, that 
any finite . or ſubordinate Creature whatſoever, ſhould 
continue eternal with Gor himſelf, is too immenſe a Thing 
zo be expected; nay, lis a groundleſs Notion, the mere 
Produt? of the intolerable Ignorance and Folly of the Atha- 
nafians.Jhat a great many wrong Paths is a Man apt 
to run into when be is once got out of the Way ? Alt this 


| Rate, what will become of the Divine Logos, and the 


holy Spirit, «which you reckon ſubordinate created Beings ? 
And vet we read in St. Paul, as well of 7 mreue dave, 
the eternal Spirit, as of 5 «wv; $805, the eternal Gop; 
and perhaps it will be no eaſy matter to tell, why the one 
bas a proper Eternity, the other not; or, why in one 
Place the Word dio, fienifies long-laſting, in the other 
everlaſting; or, why Eternity is not equally applicable à 
Farte poſt, 4 all Subjects capable of it. SF by 

EH meet indeed in the Old Teſtament with everlaſt- 
ing. Ordinances, which yet we know were not ſtrictly 
and properly cverlaſting : But, what was the Reaſon ? 
Becauſe they were not capable of a proper Eternity, ex- 
cept the Jewiſh Occonomy itſelf bad been ſo; but they were 
everlaſting, ſuitally to the Nature and Defign of them : 
They laſted to the End of that Oeconomy. Tis therefore 
falſe Reaſoning, unworthy of a Man of Letters, (could we 
ſuppoſe be ſaw the Fallacy of it) to argue from hencee 
that the ſame Word, when applied to the Rewards and 
Puniſhments of human Souls, which are capable of Eter- 
nity, does no! properly imply an eternal Duration, You 


ſoould firſt have proved, that the Souls of Men are natu- 


rally mortal; and then you might have ſaid, lis impoſſib 
their Rewaras or Puniſoments ſhould be eternal. | 
HOW much more had you argued like a Chriſtian Di- 


Dine, and a Philoſopher, how much more like one of the 


buman Species, had you, in ſupport of the Dignity of our 
Nature, gone about to prove its proper Eternity, by con- 
BY  fadering 
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fidering the Soul of Man; as à Sparkle of the divine E, 


ſence, as an Emanation of the eternal GOD, and as art 
everlaſting Image of bim in ber rational and moral Cha- 


raster; rather than to humour your trifling Schome, built, 


you confeſs, upon mere Conjecture, 10 debaſe it almaſt 10 
à Level with tbe Brutes that periſh ; nay, in ſame reſpetts 
infinitely below them : Becauſe yon preſerve many Millions. 
of Souls after Death, for Ages of Ages of Miſery and 
4 era „ only to make the whirly Parade of wii 

omet — 5 

JI from the ſame Fund of Reaſoning, that. ou teach, 
the Happineſs of the Bleſſed will be no more proper! y eter- 
nal, than the Miſery of the Damned; only it will be of a 
much longer Duration, according as GOD, the great Fudge 
of Men and Angels, ſhall think ſit for ae ih the. Deſerv- 
ings of each of them. But I fancy, no good Man will 


thank you for this, your boaſted, Tenderneſs and Good. 


nature; in robbing him, thus unreaſonably, of Life ever- 
laſting : For. T1 believe, ii will be paſe Jour Cunning t0 give 


any Reaſon, why, when GOD has once made the., Souls of 


juſt Men made perfect perfectiy happy, be ſhould after- 
wards change his Condu#t towards thoſe perfeity. pure and 
| happy Souls, and either deprive them of Happineſs or of 
Being. Here let us beware, leſt any Man ſpoil us thro” 
Philoſophy. and vain Deceit, after the Tradition of 


Men, after the Rudiments of the World, and not af- 


ter CHRIST, 

_ CHRIST has aſſured us, in terms as clear as Wards 
can ſpeak it, That the Wicked ſhall go away into ever- 
laſting Puniſhment, and the Righteous into Life ever- 
laſting : But you, who ſeem to know the. Mind of GOD 
better than CHRIST himſelf, very confidently inform us, 
that the Identity of the Expraſſion in this Place ft gnifies 
nothing; becauſe the ſame Word is often uſed, where it is 
certain a proper Eternity is in no wiſe meant. To this 
Difficulty 1 have replied before : And therefore now return, 
Rat whatever dtn, in this Place fegnifies, whether 


at laſt ing, 
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laſting, long-laſting, or everlaſting; yet *tis mani 
eft, here is no Diſtinction made in the Senſe of it, between 
the Puniſhment, of the Wicked, and the Reward of the 


' Righteous, ſo that both are equally & torier, let diario 7522 


niſy what it will. Now as to the Senſe of this Word, 
when ſpoken of a future State, let St. Paul inſtru# us, 
who ſays : That our light Affliction, which is but for a 
Moment, worketh out for us, x d , ds. ü tοẽj, 
an eternal Weight of Glory. I do not think am Words 
can be framed ſtronger and fuller, whereby to expreſs a 
proper Eternity, than theſe. He ſays, the future Happi- 
neſs of good Men ſhall be eternal beyond all manner of Ex- 
preſſion; ſo eternal, that Figure thrown upon Figure will 
not be able to reach unto it. It is indeed as inexpreſfible, 
as *tis inconceivable : And what can this be ſpoken of, but 
a proper Eternity ? For any thing ſhort of that, may be 
beth conceived and expreſſed, And that this is the true 
Explication of the Place, is provable, by a parallel Paſ. 
ſage in &. Peter, ſpeaking alſo of the preſent afflitted State 
of good Chriſtians : But the Gop of all Grace, who 
hath called us to his eternal Glory by CHRIST JESUS, 
after that ye have ſuffered a-while, make you perfect, 
ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you. For the Glory 7o 
which Chriſtians are called by Car1sT JESUS, is, you 
ſee, the eternal Glory of Gop. And can any thing be 
more eternal than this? Not GOD himſelf. And yet 
this is, in both Places, expreſſed by the ſame Word du viev; 
at once ſignifying, the Majeſty of GOD, and, the Happi- 
meſs of Chriſtians, He has called us 10 mis eternal 
Glory, that is, to the eternal Enjoyment of it. 

IT will not avail you here, to ſay this is ſpoken only of 


the. Reward of the Righteous ; for you deny the proper 


Eternity, both of Rewards and Puniſhments : And there- 
fore proving the one againſt you, I prove both. But that 
both will be equally eternal, is not only concluſive from 
what our Saviour bas ſaid of both, as before alledged, with- 
wut any Exception in favour of the Wicked, but from a 
h more 
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4 


matting in Oppoſition the Things of the preſent and of the . 
a ſays ra. Things that are ſeen are 
meScravcay for 4 Time only, temporal; but the Things 
that are not ſeen are A, for ever, or eternal, Here 
Time and Eternity are. put in the Balance, the one againſt 
the other : Aud the Things of 'the one, that is, the Foys. 
end Miſeries of this Life, have an End; but the Things 
of the other, that is, the Joys and Miſeries of the other 
Life, will have no End. This muſt be the Meaning, or 
there can be no Difference or Diſtinition betwen ese 
ani id,: Fur, an Age, or Apes of Ages, are as much 
for a Time, as @ Day or a Near; and therefore in Con- 
tradiſtinction to all the Meaſures of Time, the Compariſon 
muſt include a proper Eternity. = 


HAD you, Sir! confidered, that to puniſh. an human 


Soul, or any other rational Creature, by poſitive Will, for 
Ages, or for one Age only, in order to deſtroy it after- 
wards for ever, is only puniſhing for Vengeance Sate; I 
perſuade myſelf,” you would not have been ſo fond ef this 
Notion, as you ſeem to be: For is that, think ye, con- 
_ ſiſtent with the Divine Character of infinite Goodneſs? 

Or, is it more conſiſtent with that Goodneſs, to confine a 
Man, Soul and | Body, to laſting. Fire, during the many 


Revolutions of a Comet, than to do it to Eternity? Is not 
every Degree of Cruelty and Revenge, equally incongruows _ 


with our natural Notions of the Divine Being ? Nay, can 


an infinitely good Being any more bring Miſery upon his 


Creatures, than wiſh their Death and Deſtruftion ?-Con- 
ider it well———and perhaps you*ll think, you have been 


hitherto miſtaken upon this Point f Divinity; and that 


there may be ſome better Way found than yours, to vindicate 
thereupon the Moral Attributes f GOD. © — 
1 KNOW you are ſo conſcientious and good a Man, ſo 


true a Friend to Piety and Virtue, and ſo ſenſible that the 


Parity of the Goſpel will admit of no Doctrine which tends 
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10 encourage Immordlity and Sin; that if "this Conſequnice 
ſhould appear of yours, youll be the nt that ſball cenſure 
and contdemn it, as falſe and heretical, as 'a Corruption of 
Chriſtian Truth, and utterly 5 of your future De- 
fente and Pronation. This, Sir! is proved beyond Contra- 
dition. in the following Sheets, not by-way uf -Anfwer 75 
your, Collection ; fer they were fit publiſhed two Years 
4 Bat ly a Chain of : Reaſoning purſuant of Truth 
yh ions e 7 ow. thing hue 101 OP as GOD. 


ERRATA. * 


Page 7 Line 


13 — 


06. of 


\ 17 — U 
18 IEG ; 


27 r. or Events by 


16 for bare read bear 

21 after ſame add Time. 

t Woo 

17 for rivitted 7; rivettel 
which 

* inſtead of For r. And 


14 for is r. would be 


24 r. Wilfulneſs ant 
6 for off. r. of. 


1 r. immoral Soul - - of ie 


29 r. Diſpoſition ' © 


. as well as this: 
17 V. Imperfection 


. — 


16 r. are from and to 


9 r. cannot but be, 


N 47 1. and will. cominur- 


33 r. to be inconſiſtent Oe 
32 r. Purpoſe of GoD: | 
1 r. being reſerved 

8 r. Amendment here 

20 7, Good and Evil, 
26 r. nor tniſeratle? - e 
4 r. committed and 


3 


2 . 
| 8 {wv 8 
1 aa + *. F 755 


: ͤ fo ro na 
eee 


+ EB 


DOCT RINE 


| 8 F 
Hell. Torments, c. 


ee F all the Dodrines of Religi- 
— $2 on, there is none ſo terrifying 
to the Apprehenſions of ſin- 
ful Men, as that of a Wrath 
to come. A Worm that dieth 
not, a Fire that is not quench- 
ed, a Lake of flaming Brimſtone, and a 

| State of everlaſting Burnings, are Expreſſions 

| of Speech ſo ſtrong and fo aſtoniſhing, that 
o (let them ſignify what they will) are enough 
to make the boldeſt and moſt daring Man 
on Earth to tremble ; at leaſt, whenever he 
gives himſelf leave to think, and to refle& 


_ ſeriouſly, on the poſſible Conſequences of an 


immoral Life. 

+ To theſe the corrupt Heart of Man is /6 
averſe, that it almoſt unavoidably draws in 
his Reaſon to argue and debate about, and 
om even ſometimes, perhaps too often, to doubt, 
a the Truth and Reality of them. Nay, fre- 
quently the Juſtice, and Goodneſs, and oy 

other 
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othor moral Attribute of the Moſt High 
Gov, are cenſured and brought into queſti- 
on on this account, in order chiefly to wea- 
ken the Evidence, and 70 le gen the Certainty, 
of the Puniſhment due to Sin, and eſpecially 
the Eternity of it, which is mentioned in 
almoſt every Page of Holy Writ, under no 
leſs a Sanction of Truth, than that of a de- 
monſtrably Divine Revelation. 

IT will therefore be no improper Undertak- 
ing, in theſe licentious Times of Scepticiſm 
and Infidelity, to take a Review of this Doc- 
trine, tho' often treated of, and to ſee how 
far, and in what ſenſe, it may be accounted 
for, on the undoubted and unſhaken Principles 
of Natural Religion: For I am well aware, 
as that ſtands on ſuch a Foundation as 1s ne- 
ceſſary and eternal, and therefore immutably 
true; no Doctrine pretended to be reveal'd, 
can be either Divine or True, that in any 
thing oppoſes, or diſagrees with it. 

IN my Way to the Diſcovery of what is 
abſolutely and invariably ſo in the Point be- 
fore us, I cannot but obſerve, that of all the 
facred Truths written upon the Heart of Man, 
there is none more legible and plain than 
this : That as Virtue or moral Goodneſs hath 
in the Nature and Reaſon of things a Claim 
to Reward, ſo Immorality or Viciouſneſs of 
Life has no leſs an Expectation of Puniſh- 

ment. Every good Man in every Nation 
upon Earth, has always wiſb'd for, and 
hoped, and in that Senſe promiſed himſelf, a 
Re- 


- 
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in declared and aſſerted; but plainly deduced 
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Recompence of future Happineſs; and bad 
Men have always had their Fears and uneaſy  - 
Apprehenfions, of what may happen hereat- 
ter, and at leaſt, that there may be a Juſt and 
Holy Gop, who, from an eternal Contra- 
riety of Nature, and an unchangeable Deteſt- 
ation of Evil, or Want of moral Goodneſs, 
in his Creatures, will /everely puniſh. 
Tux Doctrine then of a future State, in 
hich it ſhall be equitably retributed to every © 
Man as his Works in this Life have been good | 
or evil, is a Dictate of mere Nature, not at DN 
all derived from Revelation, tho often there- 


from the Nature of Things, and from the 
mutual Analogy, or Proportion, they bare one . 
to another: That is, in ſhort, from their Eter- 
nal Truth, as it exiſts in the Mind of Gop; 
the Knowledge of which we arrive at, by /_ 
comparing and connecting their natural Fit- 
neſs or Unfitneſs, and the ſeveral reſpective 
Habitudes of them. The Gentiles ( you know) 
having not any Revealed Law, were a Law 
unto themſelves; and ſhew'd the Work of the 
Law written in their Hearts, their Conſciences 
alſo bearing witneſs, and their Thoughts mu- 
tually accuſing or elſe excuſing them, as their 
Actions were morally good or bad; that is, 
conformed, or not conformed, to the Ratio or 
Truth of things, by which only it was poſſi- 
ble for them to diſcover what the Will of their 
Creator was, and what Adjudgment of Re- 

0 compence 
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compence they had hereafter to expect from 
THz main Difficulty then lies in the Eter- 
nity or endleſs Duration of the Puniſhment, 
ſo conſtantly ſet forth as it is in Holy Scrip- 
"ture: Not indeed ſo frequently in the Old, 
as the New Teſtament, bat in both in Terms 
equally forcible and expreſſive : And this, I 
cannot but ſay, is the moſt farthng, as Well 
as the moſt intricate Part of Truth. But if 
right unbiafſed Reaſon, enlighten'd by the 
demonſtrable Moral Attributes of God, 
ſhould, on a due Conſideration of things, 
| aſſert the ſame; this Doctrine is not to be ob- 
jected againſt, becauſe it is declared, explain d 
or enforced in Scripture : For it then draws an 
Evidence from thence of its Truth and Cer- 
tainty, as ſtrong and convincing as the Proof 

of the Divine Authority of that is. 

L!uxx it then be ſuppoſed at preſent, that 
the future Puniſhment of Sin will be eternal, 
or for ever, as the Scripture ſpeaks; (for this 
I think ought to be ſuppoſed at leaſt, ſeeing 
this Poſition is ſo often maintained therein, 
till very clear and altogether undeniable De- 
monſtration be brought to evince the contra- 
ry) and the Inference will then be, That its 
Eternity muſt either proceed arbitrarily from 
the Will of Gop, or neceſſarily from the Na- 
ture of things. If we ſuppoſe it from the 
Will of Gop, we are thrown immediately 
upon unſurmountable Difficulties, which 
ſeem to overturn at once its whole Pretenſion 
| | to 


ing the End he deſigns thereby ; and as he 
B | ; 
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to rational Truth; at leaſt, I ſee ſome ſuch 
in the Way before me, which I know not 
how to obviate. 3 
Fox, if merely the Divine Will be the 
Fountain of Reward and Puniſhment, or of 
the Length and Duration of them, whatever 
the Eternal Truth and Reaſon of things be; 
then all future Puniſhment muſt be poſitive, 
and if poſitive, it cannot but be limited and 
finite; if not naturally and in itſelf, yet 
conſidering the Moral Properties of Gop, it 
muſt be ſo. Suppoſing otherwiſe, the Ab- 
ſurdity of the Thing will ſupport the Con- 
ſequence: For, what an Idea muſt it give 
us of That Being, who for mere Will only, 
and without any other Reaſon, can damn his 


poor, frail, tho' they be extreamly finful, 


Creatures, to an Eternity of Pain and Miſe- 
ry, and that too ſo exquiſite, that the higheſt 
Figures of Speech are not able to expreſs it? 
For ſurely, if Gop can will what he pleaſes, 
he may contract the Puniſhment of Sin to a 
leſs Duration, by encreaſing in a proportion- 
able manner the Burthen and the Grievance 
of it; as well as protract (as Divine Writ 
ſeems to repreſent it) the Reward of Virtue, 
to Life everlaſting. Tis certain then, that 
if it depends on the mere Will of Gop, he 
can make our Puniſhment as tranſient and 
temporary, as long or as ſhort, of what kind 
and what degree ſoever, as he in his infinite 
Wiſdom ſhall ſee fit, or ſufficient, for obtarn- 


1 1 
is perfectly good as well as juſt, what Com- 
fort may we not take from the Conſideration 
ST. 8 
 Gop indeed, in his Holy Word, has ſeemr- 
ingly threaten'd an Eternity of Puniſhment to 
Sin: But on the foot of mere Will, he may 
wiſely threaten what Puniſhment he thinks 
fitting, even that of eternal Torments, and 
yet be in 70 wiſe obliged on that account to 
execute that Threatning upon Sinners; be- 
cauſe he threatens conditionally, not to puniſh 
if he can avoid it, but purpoſely to deter from 
Sin; which is an Act not ſo much of Anger 
and Vengeance, as of Love, Pity and Com- 
paſſion. Who knows not, that any Father 
who threatens his Child, may yet forgive him 
if be ſees proper ſo to do; or, at leaſt, may 
reaſonably abate ſo much of his Anger, and 
much of the Puniſhment, as the particu- 
ar Nature and Circumſtances of the Offence 


may require. He may threaten to diſcard 


and difinherit him for ever; and yet may 
ſee Cauſe afterwards not to do it utterly, but 
only in part, or for a certain time, till the 
Senſe of his Error works 4 Change in him; 
and then he may, on the ſame prudential 
Reaſons, re-admit him to his conſtant Favour 
and Acceptance. 5 
Ay as this implies no Inconſiſtency with 
Divine Wiſdom, as little does it with Divine 
Fuſtice: Leſs than an Eternal Puniſh- 
ment, tis certain, Gop could not in his Wiſ- 
dom threaten to the wilful Commiſſion of 
Sin; nay, had there been any thing worſe to 
threaten, 


| 


/ 
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threaten, that he alſo might have threaten d; 
becauſe all his Menaces are for the molt part 
found to be in vain, and weerly inſufficient 
to put a reſtraint on Vice. Yet there appears 
no Reaſon, on the foot of Juſtice, which can 
oblige him to inflict an Eternity of Torments 
on the greateſt Sinners; becauſe, as I ſaid, 
there is no doubt but Gop, (allowing him to 
be arbitrary in this Matter) who is of infi- 
nite Knowledge and Power, may /6 propor- 
tion a Man's Puniſhment to his Sinfulneſs 
and Obſtinacy, as by the exceſſive Weight 
and inſupportable Load of it, to make an 
Hour ſeem an Age, and an Age Eternity; 
and ſo do that in one Moment, which he o- 
therwiſe might have protracted to an indefinite 
Duration. I dare not ſay to an infinite or eter- 
nal Duration, becauſe tis certainly not with- 
in the Province of Almighty Power itſelf, 
not even of Him with whom all things are 
poſſible, in any Senſe to contract or curtail E- 
.ternity, or an Eternity of any thing; for 
then he might Horten his own Exiſtence, 
or the different Modes of it, and fo be able 0 
deſtroy himſelf: Which is a notion attended 
with a thouſand Abſurdities, and may there- 
fore be denied, without the leaſt Guilt of Im- 

piety or Preſumption. J 
Ax p again, as Gop might be thus equally 
juſt in remitting the Threatning of an end- 
leſs Puniſhment, by making it at. leaſt Tem- 
porary, if not of as ſhort Duration as the 

Commiſſion of Sin itſelf; it will not be de- 
© nied, 
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. 9 ] | 
nied, but (ſuppoſing it in his power) it would 
be good, and kind, and merciful in him fo to 
do: And alſo, that, as he would /ufficient- 
ly ſhew his Diſlike and Deteſtation of Sin, by 
puniſhing it in an equitable Ratio to its re- 


| ſpective Guilt; ſo neither could any Imputa- 


tion of Impurity lie upon the Holineſt of his 
Nature, for ſo doing. This, I fay, is allow- 


able and confiſtent with Reaſon and Truth, 


ſuppoſing the Denunciations of Scripture a- 
gainſt Sin to low, without any other Foun- 
dation, from the mere Will of Almighty 
Gop; and that he may and can puniſh Sin- 
ners in what pofitrve manner he ſhall judge 
moſt conducave to a juſt Retribution. 
BesIDEs, the Nature of pofitive Puniſh- 


ments, which are the only Puniſhments that 


Gop can be ſuppoſed to inflict by an arbitrary 
Will and Power, is ſuch, that 'tis plain to 
me, and will in the Sequel I doubt not appear 
ſo to others, that they can in no wiſe be of 
Eternal Duration. So that in the end one of 
the two muſt be given up, either poſitive 
Punifhments, or the Torments of Eternity : 
And if it ſhould prove, that poſitive Puniſh- 
ments muſt be given up; then the future 
Puniſhment of Sin does not proceed from the 
Will of Gop, but from the Natures and Rea- 
ons of things only; and therefore cannot but 


be as Immutable and Eternal, as thoſe Na- 
tures and Reaſons are. | 


Now, if Gop can have any End before 
Him in puniſhing Sin im a poſitive and arbitra- 


ry 


| 
J 
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ry manner, (and ſome proper End an infi- 
nitely wiſe Being muſt have in all his Ac- 
tions) it muſt either be, to reclaim the Sinner, 


or to deſtroy him utterly, or for an Ex 
to others, or purely for the ſake 'of taking 
Vengeance on an obſtinately diſobedient and 
incorrigible Creature. But chooſe which you 
will of theſe Grounds of Puniſhment to 
ſupport the Theis; yet it will follow, that 
as the Puniſhment itſelf cannot poſſibly be 
Eternal, ſo neither can Gop, conſiſtent] 
with his own Divine Properties, inflict ſuch a 
Puniſhment : that is, he cannot actually and 
pofittvely inflict Puniſhment in a future State, 
for any of the Ends afore- mentioned. 
'T1s certain, in the firſt Place, Go p can- 


not puniſh Men in the Life to come with 


eternal Torments, only to take Vengeance on 
their Perverſeneſs and Incorrigibility in Sin 
during this Life; without giving up at the 


ſame (which is impoſſible) the Perfection of 


his moral Attributes. For this would be to 
have the Spirit of a Tyrant, who puniſhes 
for puniſhing ſake, and takes a Delight in 
making and ſeeing his poor Slaves and Vaſ- 
fals unhappy and miſerable. Tis puniſhing 
for no End but to 2 a malicious impla- 
all Pity and Compaſſion, 
of all Tenderneſs, Goodneſs, and Mercy; which 
is certainly the Reverſe of what Reaſon and 
Holy Writ teach us to think and believe of 
Gop, the moſt perfect and beſt of Bein 
If we would paint an evil Spirit, even the 
worſt of Beings, in his proper Colours, it 
—  - 
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SME 
muſt be by the Characters of Malice, Im- 
placability, and never-ceafing Vengeance, ex- 
erted to no other Purpoſe, but for portive 
Fury and diabolical Delight. This therefore 
is an Opinion ſo repugnant to Reaſon and 
Truth, that it may be ſaid fo undeiſy (as far 
as poſſible) our Great Creatar, who is the 
Author of all Good, and any of Good; and 
even to transform him into the Image, and 
Nature, and Diſpoſition of the Evil ane, who 
is black with Miſchief, and is repreſented to 
us as taking a moſt borrid Pleaſure in cor- 
rupting, accuſing, and tormenting others. 
[| No more can the Puniſhments of Futu- 
1 rity be eternal, ſuppoſing Go p ſhould 04 
| the Puniſhment of ſome ſinful Beings for an 
1 Example to others. But probably Go p ne- 
1 ver did, nor never can, will ſuch a Puniſh- 
ment, that is, purely and properly for an Ex- 
| ample to others; much leſs can he do it at 
| | all 70 Eternity, which carries in it infinitely 
| more of Abſurdity and Contradiction. "Tis 
[| 


ſaid indeed, that the Cities of Sodom and Go- 
morrab are ſet forth for an Example, ſuffer- 
ing the Vengeance of Eternal Fire: But here 
Eternal Fire does not ſignify an endleſs but 
| | an exterminating Vengeance; for it means 
1 no more than that thoſe Cities were utterly de- 
| . Broyed, for their very great and moſt heinous 
1 Offences againſt Gop and Man. Now if they 
|| -ſuffer'd this Vengeance for their own Sins, tis 
1 plain, they are only an Example to others by 
| | mere Accident, and nat principally in the 2 
1 * 
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fin of Gop. They are ſo indeed by a re 


mote Effect, and in that ſenſe may be ſaid is 
be ſet forth as ſuch in the Providence of Gop, 
or in the natural Courſe and Order of things; 
but Gop did not puniſb thoſe Sinners for that 
End, but in view or conſideration of their 
crying Sins, which were fo abominable, as not 
to be borne upon the Face of the Earth. In 
like manner, he threw the fallen Angels out 
of Heaven ; and they are a terrible Example 
to us of the Wrath of Gop againſt Sin, and 
of the dreadful Conſequences of a proud, 
ſtubborn, and rebellious Spirit: But they can 
in no wile be faid to be puniſh'd for our ſakes, 
no, not for one Moment of Time; much leſs 


to have their Torments continued for ever, 


for an Example to us only, or to any other 
weak and imperfect intelligent Beings: For 
if Gop had not a Reaſon for puniſhing them 
on their own Account, it would be unjuſt in 
him to take an Occaſion for it on ours. Who- 
ever is fuſtly puniſh'd, muſt himſelf be guiltyx. 
Beſides, to what end is an Example to Eter- 

nity ? 


—— — 
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* LesT any thing ſhould be hence inferr'd to the Pre- 


judice of Chriſt's Sacrifice for the Sins of Mankind, let 


it be obſerved, that tho' tis ſaid, our Iniquities were laid 


upon him, and, he bore our Sins in his own Body ; yet tis 


never) ſaid, he was puniſhed for our ſakes: No, every 
Puniſhment is exacted in Juſtice; but the Atonement 
which our Lord made for Sin, was on all ſid& a pure 
Act of Mercy: Freely done, and freely accepted, with- 
« out any Tie of Juſtice, or any other Obligation 


_ +. whatſoever, ” See Morality of Rel. p. 42, &c. 
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nity? Is it not deſigned, to deter from Sin, or 
to drive to Repentance? and will it ever have 
this Effect, or not? If the End be obtain d, 
the Example ceaſes: And if it never be ob- 
tain'd, to what Uſe or Purpoſe is ſuch an 
Example ? 
Bur it will be plainer ſtill, that n 75 ze | 
Puniſhment can be endleſs or eternal, if it 
be deſigned by the Will of Gor to extermi- 
nate and deſtroy the Objects of it. For ſup- ' 
poſing ſuch a Deſtruction, or Annihilation, 
to be immediate, on the Sinner's Departure out 
of this Life; it can be no Puniſhment ſtrict- 
ly ſpeaking, but rather a Reward: For 'tis | 
A certainly better not to be, than to be for ever 
miſerable ; tho tis better to endure ſome Un- 
happineſs, even great Unhappineſs, for a de- 
terminate Time, than to be deprived of Be- 
ing, and toloſe all poſſible Views or Hopes 
of future Felicity to eternal Ages. And ſup- 
poting this Deſtruction to commence not till 
after a long Duration of Miſery and Torment; 
yet on the ceaſing of a Man's Exiſtence, 'tis | 
undeniable, that his Puniſhment muſt al 
ceaſe ; and can therefore in no ſort, at leaſt 
in no ſtrict and proper ſenſe, be ſaid to be an 
Eternal Puniſhment. But tho' T have, for Ar- 
gument fake, ſuppoſed ſuch a Deſtruction 
Polſible; yet I muſt add, that it is naturally 
Ny fille as Gop is good, and juſt, and ho- 
ly, (and we muſt admit of nothing for true, 
that is incompatable with thoſe Divine Pro- 
perties) that he ſhould ge/ign a poſitive Puniſh- 
| ment, 
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1 
ment, flowing from his pure and all- perfect 
Will, in either of the Senſes before ſpecified. 
He cannot, as he is juſt and holy, deſtroy 
a Sinner at once; becauſe, as that is pro- 

erly no Puniſhment, but what a grievous 
Sinner would himſelf take for a Bleſſing and 
an Happineſs compared with eternal Miſe- 
ry : So he would neither /uficzently ſhew his 
Diſlike of Sin thereby, nor his Impartiality 
in recompenſing every Man according to his 
Works; for thus, all would be alike dealt 
with, however different, unequal, and un- 
like the Flagitiouſneſs of their Crimes, or the 
Guilt of their Souls, might be. Nor can he 
conſiſtently with his perfect Goodneſs and 
infinite Mercy, puniſh him for a Time only, 
for a Day, a Year, an Age, or a thouſand 


1 Years, and then deſtroy him jor ever; be- 


cauſe, that would throw us back upon the 
former Abſurdity, of Go p's puniſhing Sin- 


| ners in the other World, merely for puniſh- 


ing ſake; without any other End before 
him, than to ſatisfy a Thirſt of Malice and 
Revenge, contrary to the Eternal Princi- 
ples of Truth and Reaſon, 

Ir remains then, that if Go p ſhall here- 
after puniſh Sin, or Sinners, at all in a free- 
will'd pofitzve Manner, it can only be for this 
End: To reclaim the Sinner, and to make 
him worthy of everlaſting Happineſs. This 
has certainly the moſt reafonable View be- 
fore it, of all the Inſtances hitherto pro- 


duced ; and if it ſhall upon critical Exami- 
C 


nation, 
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nation, be found to be according to the Will 
of Go p, no doubt but a good Man may 
wiſh, and hope, and rejoice to find it fo: 
Nay, no Man could be good, or pious, that 
ſhould hope or with the contrary, to any ra- 
tional Being whatſoever ; becauſe it would 
not only be betraying an inhuman Diſpoſi- 
tion, but actually oppoſing his own corrupt 
Will to the Holineſs and Purity of the Di- 
vine. a 

Nou the Reformation of a Sinner, if at 
all efected in a future State by ſuch a ſup- 
poſed pgſitive Puniſhment, muſt be finiſhed 


at one time or other; tho' we were to fu 


"poſe, what is very rationally ſuppoſable, that 


inveterate Habits of Sin, ſuch eſpecially as 
are r;vited into the Judgment and Under- 
ſtanding of a Man by falſe and deluſive Rea- 
fonings, as well as into his Conſtitution and 
'Temper by long Cuſtom and repeated Practice, 


neither will, nor can be reformed for many 
Ages. Such Torments, inflicted on a ſinful 


unbelieving Soul, by the arbitrary Power of 


** 


the ſupreme Being, would, I queſtion not, 
ſoon bring him to Faith and Repentance, as 
far as Repentance ſignifies Grief and Sorrow 
for Sin; but how long Time it would take 
to purge and purify him from the Hatred of 
Go p and the Love of Sin, to the true Love 
of Gop and all Goodneſs, that is, to change 
his corrupt Will from an evil Habit to a good 
one, from a thorough Inclination to Vice, to 
the conſtant Practice of Virtue, is perhaps 

: oor 


„ 
impoſſible to gueſs at. How many thou- 
fands of Years before the Creation of the 
World, the Evil Spirits might have been 
ſubjected to the Wrath of Gop, we know 
not ; but this we know, that ſince the Cre- 
ation of the World, many thouſands of Years 
have intervened, and yet tho' they believe and 
tremble, they continue the ſame blaſphem- 
ing, envious, malicious, corruptive Beings 
they ever were: And as ſome Men ſeem as 
@verſe to all true Piety towards Go p, and 
Righteouſneſs to their Fellow- Creatures, as 
the Devils themſelves can be ſuppoſed to be; 
tis certainly not without Reaſon, that we 
are taught to believe, that they ſhall under- 
go the ſame Puniſhment (whatever is really 
meant by it) which was from the Beginning 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels : And 
yet perhaps it may have no quicker or ſpee- 
dier an Effect in reclaiming a perverſly wick- 
ed, and at preſent incorrigible human Soul, 
than it has had in purging away the Inve- 
teracy and Malice of a diabolical Spirit. 
However, if the Souls of Men are ever to be 
teclaimed and amended by future poſtive Pu- 
niſhments, tho it ſhould not be for many 
Millions of Ages; yet then the Puniſhment 
would have an End, that is, when it had 
work d the ſuppoſed Effect Go p deſign d it 
ſhould do; and conſequently cannot in the 
very Nature of Things ſo conſidered, be end- 
ſs and eternal. Fe, 
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Bu T perhaps, before I conclude this Head 
it may be worth reflecting, that all poſitive 
Paniſhment is purely external, (at leaſt ſuch 
are thofe of Scripture, if they are to be un- 
derſtood literally ) and of courſe it tends only 
in itſelf to reſtrain the outward Action of 
Vice, of which probably there will be none 
in a future State, There is appearingly no 
Connection between /uch a Puniſhment and 
the depraved Will of an human Soul; and 
in this Life, we are certain, that the ſevereſt 
poſitive Puniſhments have neither Efficacy to 
convince the Underſtanding, nor to convert 
the Will, tho' they are frequently of Uſe to 
make Men diſſemble both: But in the other 
World, Diſſimulation will be out of Date, 
and utterly unable to ſerve any End in the 
Preſence of the Divine Being, with whom 
only we ſhall have then to do, before whom 
all Things, even the moft ſecret Thoughts 
of every intelligent Creature, lie naked and 
open, and as it were wnboſomed to his all- 
piercing Eye. * - . | 

E RE we complain of every perſecuti 

Act of Man, even of every Petty - well 
as Puniſhment, as unnatural and improper, 
and altogether z/ele/5, to the Ends of true 
Religion, that is, for working or begetting 
in us a real Principle or Spirit of Virtue and 
Goodneſs, as well as of Chriſtian Faith; which 
no doubt they are : And ſhall we put the moſt 
w/e, juſt and good Go p, upon a Method of 
Reformation and Amendment, which we 

| utterly 
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utterly abbor and condemn ourſelves? which 
we confeſs is naturally inſufficient, as well 


as abſolutely unwiſe and abominable to be 


practiſed? If ſuch Puniſhments could be 
thought to reform, or tend to reform, the 
Souls of faithleſs impure Men in the other 
World, either by their ng Continuance or 
great Severity; would not this juſtify the 
cruelleft Acts of Inhumanity for Religion fake 
in this? Even the Dragoonings of France, 
or the horrid Tortures of a Spaniſh Inquiſi- 
tion, in order to bring Men back from Er- 
ror to Truth, or from an impious Immora- 
lity to Piety and Virtue? Can we do better 
than imitate the Good and Great Gop for 
ſo good an End? Or can we take a more rea- 
ſonable or more ſure Way, here, to convince 
and to convert. than he himſelf, on this Ar- 
gument, is ſuppoſed to do hereafter? Even, 
than to burn, or ſome Way or other griev- 
_ ouſly to torment, thoſe for a Moment for their 
eternal Good; which God will otherwiſe 
burn, or grievouſly torment, for many Ages? 
Either confeſs that this is the moſt certain and 
effeftual Way of convincing and convertin 
at preſent ; or maintain, that it is againſt the 
Nature and Reaſon of Things, for Go p to 
make Uſe of it for that End in à future 
State. | 
Fon my part, I cannot but think, this is 
ſo repugnant to our natural Notions of the 
Wiſdom, the Goodneſs, and Fuſtice of Gop, 
as well as to all the known Principles of T1 "= 
an 
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and Regen; that it is a Method he never wi 
take, perhaps I might ſay, that he never can 
take, for the reclaiming and reforming the 
Souls-of Men. It bears no natural Propor- 
tion to the End, and is therefore abſolutely 
zxfit for the perfectly Juſt and All knowing 
God, to permit fo us, or to put in practice 
himſelf. The Diſcipline of Force and Power 
may compel the external Act to lie till, or 
and in fear ; but the Mind of Man will be 
ſtill the ſame, and the Will continue un- 
— except only farther provoked to Op- 

, Hatred, and Abhorrence. The Spi- 
rit of Love will never be created by it, which 
is the only true Temper and Diſpojition of Du- 
ty and Obedience. 

NoTwtTHsTANDING, this is the Strongs 
hold of the Anti-eternalifts: And it is from 
the Idea of theſe /# poſitive threatnin 
and Puniſhments 1 — y dependent = 
the mere Will of Gop, as they ſeem to be, 
and really are, if they have any Place in Na- 
tare, that ſome Men have raiſed to them- 
ſelves Hopes, in view of the Divine Good- 

3 and Mercy, that the future Puniſhment 

Sin will be temporary, and (which is yet 
but a miſerable Conſolation to any thinking 
Sinner) will, at leaſt after ſome Ages of the 
moſt exquiſite Pain and Torture, have an 
End. But ſuppoſing theſe pretended Threat- 
nings ſhould be (ſtrictly ſpeaking) no Threat- 

s at all, but only explicit Denunciations, 
that is, Declarations of an eternal and neceſſa- 
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ry Truth; and that the future Puniſhment 
of Sin doth not, nor can, proceed from the 
mere Will of Gon, but from the uncba 
ble Natures of things themſelves ; what a 
Diſappointment will it be to theſe imaginary 
Reaſoners, to find themſelves wrong in the 
Account, and that all their fond Hopes were 
built on a : ſandy Foundation? And tis certain 
this muſt be the Caſe, on a more mature _ 
diſtinguiſhing Conſideration of it. 
HE that reflects, if he does but do it ina 
truly rational and metaphy ſical manner, on 
the Infinite Goodneſs of the Supreme Being, 
will plainly ſee, that tho he can do Al Good 
to his Creatures; yet he cannot poſſibly, i. e. 
conſiſtently with his own Holy and Benign 
Nature, bring Any Evil upon them, any more 
than lead them into Sin, nor ever actually or 
poſitively of his own Will, inſſidt on them a- 
ny Puniſhment. He is Juſt, when he let 
Things take their Courſe, and Wickedneſs be 
a Puniſhmentto itſelf; and he is Good, when 
he graciouſly prevents the dreadful Effects of 
it and them, either in this World, or the o- 
ther, by ſome extraordinary Means or inter- 
ofing Merey. What we call Fadgments u 
9 a ſinful People, or. by which we ſay — events 
godly Men are juſtly puniſhed, are ak no- 
thing but the neceſſary Co ences of their 
Vices, or the natural Effects of ſecond Ca 
wot controlled by the Power of Almighty Go 
if a Conflagration lays a City in Aſhes, it ei 
ther came by ſome Accident, or by ſome ma- 
licious 
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licious Defign of Devil or Man; but never 
by the Will, or Deſign, of Gop: Or if a 
Peſtilence depopulates it, this aroſe from the 
Malignancy of a ſtagnating or infected Air; 
but never by the Appointment of an infinitely 
good and gracious Being. His very Nature 
nd contraditts the Suppoſition of it. For other- 
wiſe what wicked Rebels ſhould we be in op- 
poſing or withſtanding the juſt Fudgments of 
Gop upon us, by any thing but by Supplica- 
tion and Prayer? But if we ſuppoſe them 
nothing Nut the natural Effefis of ſecond 
Cauſes, we then alſo have a Right in Reaſon 
to defend ourſelves from them, by the moſt 
proper and natural Means we can. And as 
it is in this World, ſo it will be in the World 
to come: Go p has it in his Power to do 
what Good he pleaſes, conſiſtently with his 
Holineſs and Wiſdom ; but it is neither in his 
Will or Power, to with any Evil, or to do it, 
either to the Souls of Men, or toany other in- 
telligent Creature. And therefore the future 
Puniſhment of Sinners will be as I ſhall ſhew 
anon, noother than the neceſſary Effects of Sin, 
ariſing from the Truth and Reaſon of things. 
Bur to clear this Argument from all Ob- 
jection, let it be obſerved, that this Notion of 
Gop's never inflicting any Puniſhment upon 
his Creatures in any ſenſe whatever, is no 
Reproach to the Providence of Gop, or to 
| his ut and equitable Government of the 


World: It is no Reaſon for our not dreading 


his Difpleaſure, nor any Ground for leſſening 
5 | our 


l 

our Hope and Confidence in him, or for not 
applying to him on all Occaſions by Prayer and 
Supplication with Thankſgiving. For he who 
ſees all things, foreſees the natural Effects of 
ſecond Cauſes, and the pernicious Conſe- 
quences of Sin; and as it is his higheft Prero- 
gative and moſt efjential Property to ſhew Mer- 
cy and to do Good, he has it in his Almighty 
Power and infinite Wiſdom , not only to 
foretell, but to ſtop the Courſe of Nature, and 
to prevent the Malice of Men and Devils, 
whenever he pleaſes; and to take off the 
Dangers and Reſults of Vice, as he ſees we 
deſerve it of him; and in a word, is able to 
make all things work together for the Good of 
them abo love him with Sincerity and Truth: 
And we therefore, as a Mark of our Obedi- 
ence and Dependence, ought in every thing 
to make known our Requeſts unto Gop; and to 
| bleſs his Name for all the Good we receive, 
and the Miſcheifs we eſcape; and eſpecially 
to beg him to aſſiſt us, by his Grace and Fa- 
vour, in the great Work of our eternal Sal- 
vation; that we may have no Share in thoſe 
dreadſul Puniſhments, we naturally tremble at, 
but be made happy for ever in the Joys of 
Heaven. 

As the ſupreme Being is on all Accounts, 
and in every Idea we have of him, perfectly 
Good; we are certain, he could create no 
rational Beings without perfect Goodneſs, ac- 
cording to the Claſs in which he placed them, 
nor for any other End than to make them 
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Happy, nay, eternally Happy ; which is what 
every Creature of that kind, not only in his 
Wiſhes and Defires, but in his Nature and 
Faculties from which thoſe Deſires ſpring, is 
capable of: Or elſe we muſt ſay, Gop has, 
in the very Conſtitution of our Nature, made 
us a Deluſion to ourſelves, or given us Hopes 
and Fears, Defires and Powers, to no true 
End, or reaſonable Purpoſe. Eternal Happi- 
neſs then was originally deſigned to be the 
natural Conſequence of moral Goodneſs; and 
may be truly called, tho' naturally reſulting 
from it, its final Reward or Recompence. 

AND not only this: But, as Gop is him- 
{elf abſolutely good, and juſt, and wiſe, and 
holy; he could not but furniſh all his ra- 
tional Creatures with natural Powers, and 
means 7o preſerve themſelves pure and good, 
and alſo 70 obtain that Happineſs for which 
they were created. That ſome of them are 
fallen ſhort of Happineſs, and have made them- 
ſelves miſerable by abuſing their Faculty of 
Free-will to enormous and irrational Purpoſes, 
is no juſt reproach to any of the Divine Attri- 
butes ; tho' we cannot but ſay, Gop muſt 
have foreſeen, that they would act in this fool- 
iſh and perverſe manner. In creating them 
pure and for Happineſs, his Goodneſs is ſuffi- 
ciently juſtified ; and in allowing them all the 
proper Means and Powers of obtaining that 
End, his moſt perfect and impartial Juſtice alſo, 
Now this being granted, let it come home to 
_ ourſelves: And if we all, or any of us, ſhoulq - 
throw 
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throw ourſelves carelefly or obſtinately into a 
Courſe of Sin, and conſequently into a State 
of Miſery and Undoing, even tho' it ſhould 
prove Eternal; we may indeed blame our- 
ſelves, and juſtly reproach our own ill-ma- 
naged Conduct; but we can in no wiſe caſt 
any juſt Opprobrium upon Gop, who in all 
his Diſpenſations towards us hath been per- 
fectly Good and Gracious. 
| THr1is muſt be faid, or otherwiſe God 
could not juſtly have ever created any free 
Agents, that is, Creatures with Power to 
chooſe Right or Wrong, and fo do Good or 
Evil, and conſequently fo draw upon them- 
ſelves Happineſs or Miſery in Proportion as 
their Deſervings ſhould chance to be; for 
this Notion is naturally included in Agency 
or Freedom of Will, and all Creatures / 
endued might have acted in the ſame unreaſon- 
able and diſobedient Manner: But he has 
created many ſuch Agents, and we know, 
we Men have all of us . ſhort of the Glo- 
ry of God, that is, of acting up to his Glo- 


ry as we ought to do; and as ſurely as Sin 


reigns in us, and to the Degree it reigns, ſo 
ſure we may be, that according to the Laws 
of Nature, which have 7:/eparably annex d 
Happineſs to Virtue, and Miſery to Vice, 
as their ju/t and final Retribution, the one 
will continue as long as the other naturally 
and unavoidably, that is, for ever, except the 
Habit of Virtue or Vice be changed. 
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b No R let it be thought, that this ExpreC. | 
! ſion, for ever, when ſpoken of eyerlaſting 
| | Death, Undoing or Deſtruction, carries any 
1 Idea with it (when well conſidered) af 700 
rigid a Severity, or of what we call Injuſtice; 
for the Puniſhment will not be arbitrary, 
but equitable, according to Mens juſt De- 
ſerts, founded on the Nature and Reaſon of 
— Things, as they neceſſarily exiſt in the eter- 
_ «© * ix nal Ideas of the Divine Intellect, and conſe- 
| 17 4 > quently independentiy on the Divine Will; 
or in other Words, every Wickedneſs will 
F neceſſarily and unalterably have its natural 
and proper Torment, and in a Degree pro- 
=} portioned to its Variety of Kind and Cir- 
cumſtance. 
188 THz y that think it inconſiſtent with the 
FS Goodneſs of Gop, (which yet, it ſhould be 
7 * remembered, is always ſo contempered with 
infinite Wiſdom and perfect Juſtice, as to 
complete the Character of an impartial Go- 
vernour and Judge of all the World) to in- 
flict in the natural Courſe of his Providence, 
an Eternal Puniſhment for Sin, which is bort 
and temporary; will hardly fay, (if they 
think at all) that tis inconſiſtent with his 
Juſtice, to let a Man reap the Fruit of his 
own Doings : For, this we ſee he does every 
Day we live ; and, in Torments too, far ex- 
a is 0 and much more laſting, than the Plea- 
ſures of Sin. Nay, ſuppoſing the Souls of 
Men to be lively, active and ſenſible, in 
the intermedi ate State between the Day of 
| 1 Death 
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Death and the Day of Judgment, (which 
is certainly the moſt common, if not the 
moſt rational, Opinion) we cannot but ſay, 
he permits them at leaſt this Fruit, the na- 
tural Conſequences of their Actions, in the 
other World; and as it is zow near ſix thou- 
ſand Years ſince the Departure of ſome ſin- 
ful Souls out of this World, it muſt be af- 
firmed, they have ſo long had their Conſci- 
ences let looſe upon them in the dreadfu 
_ tormenting Reflections of an ill- ſpen 
Life. 0 
Nov if we conſider this Point truly, we 
ſhall find, that 70 puniſh an unhappy Soul 
(for no Man will ſay, but the Remorſe and\ 
perpetual Stings of Conſcience are a grievous \ 


Puniſhment ; which as it is the natural Re- 


ſult of Things, proceeds from Gop in the 
eternally deſigned Conſtitution of them) for 
a thouſand or five thouſand Years, is no more 
conſiſtent with the perfect Juſtice, or the 
infinite Compaſſion of Gop, than his doing 
it 7 Eternity: For a thouſand Years or more 
of Puniſhment of any Kind, whether it be 
ſuppoſed natural or poſitive, for fifty, thirty, 
or perhaps but one, of Sin ; nay, it may be 
for the Obſtinacy of one heinous Sin only, 
unrepented of; (for the Obſtinacy of one Sin 
has as much a condemning Guilt, as the Ob- 
ſtinacy of a tbouſand) has equally the Ap- 
pearance of an znequitable, tho not of ſo un- 
equal, a Proportion. But ſince the general 
Notion of Men allows, that Go p may 1 


1 N 

the one upon Sinners, that is, upon ſuch as 
are already departed; tis undeniably conclu- 
ſive, on the Strength of the ſame Notion, 
againſt the Advocates of finite Puniſhments, 
that Gon may juſtly ſuffer this natural Pu- 
niſhment of Sin, which we are now treating of, 
to continue for ever : And ſince he has de- 
clared in his Holy Word ( wherein, no doubt, 
the Ambiguity of the Phraſes is as much for 
as againſt it) that it ſhall be ſo; it is not 
contrary to the acknowledg'd Reaſon and 
Truth of Things, as not being repugnant to 
the Juſtice and Goodneſs of Gop, to be- 
lieve it. 

THA Sin is puniſh'd naturally in its 
own Conſequences, or has Miſery and Pain 
for its certain Attendant, every Punction of 
a Man's Conſcience at preſent verifies; on 
the ſerious Conſideration of the Obliquity of 
his moral Practice, from the eternal Rules of 
Virtue and Goodneſs. And can any one ſay, 
tis impoſſible or unlikely, that ſuch a Senſe 
of Guilt ſhould continue always, in a Soul 
devoid of all Goodneſs, and entirely ſubjected 
to Sin and Impurity ? Nay, would not even 
ſuch a Senſe of any one Sin, grown habitual 
to the Soul by Frequency and Repetition, 
render that Soul for ever miſerable ? Not in- 
deed ſo much as if it had a thouſand, but in 
Proportion to its Degree of Guilt. Now this 
continual Pain and Remorſe of Conſcience, 
eſpecially for Obſtinacy in ſinning, tho I 
ſay, but in one fingle Immorality, againſt the 

Light 
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Light and Conviction of his own Mind, dur- 
ing the Time of a Man's Probation upon 
Earth, when he ought and might have ſe- 
cured to himſelf an eternal Happineſs, by a 
contrary Conduct, that is, by breaking off 
his Sins by Repentance and Amendment, 
and conſtantly endeavouring to preſerve the 
Love of Gop in his Heart, and the conti- 
nual Practice of all Virtues in his Life and 
Converſation (which I call an Habit of mo- 
ral Goodneſs, and which may certainly be 
maintain'd even in the midſt of the many 
Weakneſſes and Infirmities of our corrupt 
Nature, or elſe all Religion, is an unreaſona- 
ble Burden) is in the Language of Scrip- 
ture an everlaſting Death, or a perpetual 
State of never-cea/ſing Miſery ; and is conſe- 
quently that Vorm which never dies, and 
that Fire which is inextinguiſhable. 

' IT appears then from this, that the Tor- 
ments of Sin hereafter are properly the Re- 
ſult of a Man's Lite, in Proportion as it has 
been more or leſs ſinful ; and they are as cer- 
tain a Conſequent of it, in the Nature and 
{ {Reaſon of Things, as everlaſting Happineſs 
is naturally of a good one, or ſo far, I mean, 
Jas the Life of a Man has been good. For 
if moral Virtue was conſtituted by Go p (as 
has been ſhewn) to beget an Eternity of Hap- 
pineſs; by what Arguments can a Man main- 
tain, that a Want of moral Virtue, 1. e. of 
the only Thing that can naturally make him 
happy, ſhall nat be attended with an Eter- 

| nity 


32 ] Fu 
nity of Unhappineſs? I think I have ar- 
ed before, that this Doctrine is not in- 
compatible with the Fu/tice and Goodneſs of 
Go p, no more than it ſeems to be with the 
often repeated Senſe of Scripture. In ſhort, 


| they are Oppoſites in every thing, and will 


always continue ſo; or elſe, the Natures of 
Things, and their eternal Relations, muſt be 


utterly confounded. 


Now, if the future Puniſhment of an 


obſtinate Sinfulneſs will be naturally, and 
therefore neceſſarily, according as the Works 


| : | of a Man have been more or leſs evil; it 
will be perceived at once, that there can be 
no Occaſion for poſitive Puniſhments to be 


1 expreſly or directly inflicted by the immediate 


Hand of Go p, (ſuppoſing the infinite Good- 


| neſs of his Nature would, which I have 


ſhewn it will not, admit of it) in any. Sen/e 


1 or to any Purpoſe whatſoever ; except a Man 


will ſay, that the Torments of 4 wounded 


7 Spirit are not ſufficient to make him enough 


unhappy, which are unalterably annexed to 


| | 3:b-lwaiy the Wilfulneſs. of Sin in the very Nature and 


Conſtitution of things, and conſequently, all 
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the ſcriptural Denunciations againſt Sin, as 
| touching a future State, can be no more 
| than Declarations of this eternal Truth; 
urged eſpecially as a Check to Vice, and a 
* Spur to Virtue. 
THE Law of Nature is really and pro- 


| perly no part of the Chriſtian Revelation, but 


ſtands on its own eternal and immutable 
; Foun- 
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Foundations, tho therein moſt purely taught 
and praverfully enforced ; and the natural Sanc- 
tions of that Law, the Rewards and Punith- 
ments of Morality, are in like Manner no 


proper Part of it, but are only explicitly de- 
clared to us, and the Verity of them openly 
maintain d and aſſerted, under tie ſtrongeſt 
Expreſſions and Forms of Speech. They are 
indeed ſet forth in a legal judiciary Manner, 
under the terrifying Figure of a Tribunal, 
an actual pronouncing of Judgment, and tl 

Diverſity of Rewards and Puniſhments, par- 
ticularly and perſonally aſſigned; but this 
(as many other Things in Scripture, are) is 
only ſpoken after the Manner of Men, to a- 
dapt the Matter the better to our Minds and 
Capacities, by an Alluſion to v:/ible Things, 
which are the moſt /o/emn and tremendous to 
Fleſh and Blood. And I queſtion not, it 
would appear to any one by an eaſy Conſe- 
quence, on an accurate Examination of the 
ſeveral Texts of Scripture, relating to this 
Point, that there is really nothing more meant 
by them as to Puniſhment, than that the 
different Puniſhments of Eternity will be cer- 
tainly and infallibly what the Dictates of 
every Man's Conſcience teach they are: wiz. 
The Fruit of his own Doings, growing na- 
turally out of their different Kinds, their 
more or leſs Turpitude, and heighten'd or mi- 
tigated by the Variety of Circumſtances at- 
tending on them. | | 
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SoMe indeed, againſt all this rational and 
-ſeriptural Evidence, have fond and fooliſh 
Hopes, of eſcaping the juſt Judgment of 
God, even his Judgment /6 clearly and rea- 
ſonably explain d. For they imagine, that as 
we ſee in this World, Mens Appetites and In- 
clinations Frequently change and vary, and 
they ſeemingly put off one ſinful Habit, and 
put on another, with a kind of Indiſference, 
and without giving themſelves any Pain or 
Trouble in ſo doing; ſo, in like manner, their 
vicious Habits may all go off at once from the 
Soul, on its ſeparation from the Body, and 
leave them either in an eternal State of Inſen- 
fibility to Good or Evil, or in a more deſire- 
able one of Everlaſting Happineſs. But pro- 
bably this is, for want of contidering truly, 
what the Nature of a ſinful Habit is, and 
in what Part or Faculty of the Soul it has its 
Reſidence, If a Man has, by the Principles 
and Motives of Religion, entirely changed his 
Deſires of all Sin, to an abſolute Deteſtation 
of it, and to the Love of all Good; he may 
be truly ſaid to be habitually good and vir- 
tuous: Buta Man may be convinced in his 
Underſtanding of the Enormity and Unreaſon- 
ableneſs of Sin, and of the Worth of Vir- 
tue, and yet continue to be a very grievous 
Sinner; for all that are learned in the Theory 
of Religion, are by no means Adepts in the 
Practice of it. Beſides we often Fd, that 


Habits are not always changed, even by neg- 
lecting or leaving off the Practice of this or 
ASS «+ — | that 


| [$3 
that Vice. Many, tis obſervable, who ſeem. 
to have changed their Vices, yet tell over their 
former Pranks with Pleaſure, and even in their 
maturer Age make a jeſt of thoſe Follies of 
Youth, which they would then think mean, 
baſe, or unmaniy, to be guilty 4 But is 
this any Proof that the Man is changed, or 
his evil Habit conguered? Not in the leaſt: 
But that he is te ſame wicked and fooliſh 
Man he ever was, and his Habit alſo in 77s 
Full Strength and Vigor; only he wants Abi- 
lity, or Opportunity, or may be his Intereſt 
is againſt it, on ſome account or other. For 
an Habit of Vice is no more in the external 
Action, than it was before in the Under/tand- 
ing, nor yet in the Inſtrument of Action, the 
Hand, Tongue or Eye; but in the Will of 
him that commits it, with his Underſtanding, 
and by this or that Inſtrument. And there- 
fore, when the Action ceaſes, and we'll ſup- 
poſe his Underſtanding condemns it; yet if the 
Will, the Inclination, or the Delight the Man 
took in that Action continues, the Habit of 
Vice is unchanged, and he as impure, as un- 
juſt, or as profane, as ever, tho ever ſo many 
Vears may have intervened ſince the Facts 
were done. And among Sinners, I doubt 
this Inſtance is no Rarity, even under the 
Covert of Experience, Wiſdom, and Grey 
Hairs. | f 
Nov if this be fo, (and who can deny fo 
plain a Truth?) the Conſequence then is, 
that Habits of Vice are /o rooted in the Will 
— — i of 
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of an human Soul, by frequent Repetitions 
of Sin, that they become as it were a part of 
its Conſtitution and Nature; which is the 
Thing that renders a true Repentance, and 
the Praxis of Religion, ſo very difficult, and 
generally Mpoſſible, to the ſenſual and world- 
ly-minded : And conſequently, except thoſe 
Habits be reformed and wholly alterr'd in 
this Life, by a firm Reſolution, unwearied Cir- 
cumſpection, and a gradual perſevering Ad- 
vance in the Love of Gop and all Goodneſs ; 
they will, they cannot but, go with it into 
the other, and be always at Hand to forment 
and plague it, with the moſt uneaſy and ter- 
rifying Reflections. As ttis truly faid of the 
Good and Righteous, the Kingdom of Heaven 
is within you ; ſo it may be antithetieally ſaid 
of the Wicked, they carry their Hell about 
with them: And were they therefore in the 
preſence of Gop, in the midſt f the Holy 
Angels, and of the Spirits of juft Men made per- 
feb, their Condition would not be alter'd nor 
amended: For, the perpetual Guilt of their 
own Minds will render every Place a Terror 
and a Torment, | 

AT preſent there are many Amuſements, 
ſuch as frequent Company and Converſation, 
the various Delights of Senſe, and the Neceſji- 
tres of Life; mes Reading and Study, 


and other Employments and Diverſions of a 
thouſand kinds, as a Man's Station and Con- 
dition ih this World are, which keep the Re- 
feRtion of his Sins, and the Guilt of his 


— 
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to hive no Veil left t ehr u bis Mamory, 
or to becibud his Undetſtanding 
no Objects of Senſe to converſe wich, not any 
thing todo but toconſider Go p and bi , the 
Perfection of bis Nature, and the sinfulneſt 
of his own, the Rectitude of his Lats and 
his bon manifold wilful and preſumptuons 
Deviations from them, by which he hath 4% 
infinite Happineſs, and entaikd endleſs Miſery 
upon himſelf; he will be forced then #o look 
into his own Breaſt to ſore purpoſe, to feel 
the irreſiſtable Rebukes of Conſcience, and 
to confeſs and acknowledge that Truth and Rea- 
ſon of things, which he had before carekfly | 
neglected or obſtrnately oppoſed. Hence will 
ariſe, not indeed (as ſome think) any 6126 
Rane Thoughts or . a ink: 

eat Gop of Heaven and Earth, t 
tial Fudge of Men and Angels; (for 3 in he 
Divine Preſence every Mouth will be ſtopped, 
and Go juſtified, even by the moſt Wicked, 
in all bis Doings) but perpetual Shame, Vex- 
ation, Confuſion, Deteſtation of a Man's 
ſelf, and many. other ſuch like tormenti 
Paſſions, more caly to be gyeſs'd a+ than well 


bag: com Te 
„In rs, let it be remembred; 18 nn 


the natural and genuine Fruit of his own 
ps, the juft and neceſſary Wages of Sin, 
e eternal and unchangenbie Relation that 


i than Evil and Pain, or between 
Vice 


and to have 


0 
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Viceand Miſery; which anſwer as much, as 
diretly, and as certainly, one to another, as 
any of our Senſes to the Objects of them. 
The ftronger indeed theſe Habits are, and 
the worſer ſort they are of, and the more 
they are adapted to the impure and malicious 
Diſpoſition of the Evil one, the Agonies and 
Pains of Mind will be, and cannot in the 
Nature of things avoid being, more intenſe 
and great, more grievous and tormenting; but 
the Duration of all future Puniſhment will 
be the /ame, that is, the pungent Reflection 
of one Sin will be as continual and as laſting, 
as that of a thouſand; and the Mind will be 
always vex'd, aſhamed, confounded, and ab- 
hor itſelf, before the Moſt Holy, Gracious 
and Good Go p, for the ſake. of that one, 
(the Goſpel right Hand or Eye, that ought 
to have been cut off or pluck'd out, but was 
not) as certainly and unalterably, as if it had 
been infinitely more guiliy than we now ſup- 
ſe it. 

No x needs there be any worſe Puniſhment 
than this to be inflicted on a rational immor- 
tal Creature, ariſing merely, by the eternal 
Decree of Gop, from its own w:/fully polluted 
State and Condition ; which, being repugnant 
to all Goodneſs, Truth and Virtue, — un- 
like to that moſt Pure, Wiſe, Juſt, and Beſt 


of Beings, on whole Approbation and Ac- 


ceptance, determined and govern'd by the na- 


tural Fitneſs and Reaſon of things, the Feli- | s 


city of all intelligent S ; depends, Can- 
not 


. Ti 3 
not but fill his immorſſal Soul with the ut- 
moſt Horror and molt inexpreſſible Anguiſh : 
When it ſhall fee itſelf, as I ſaid, paſt the Re- 
liſh of all ſenſual Pleaſures, throughly unfit 
for thoſe that are ſpiritual, deteſted by all 


| - good Beings,” and reproached by its own Con- 


ſcience for its inconſiderate Raſhneſs and per- 
verſe Folly ; and this too, without any p- 
ble Hopes of ever being in a better or more ac- 
ceptable Condition. 


How theſe Thoughts will Zhen affect ſuch 


an unhappy Spirit, any one that has felt (as 


I doubt not, but moſt Men have in ſome 
Degree or other) the Stings of his Conſci- 
ence on the fr/# Eſſays of a wicked Life, be- 


fore Cuſtom and Repetition in ſinning have 


ſeared and harden d it in Iniquity; or, that 
has ever ſeen a miſerable Wretch under the 
Conſternations and Agonies of Deſpair, con- 
feſſing his Torments ſo great and fo inſu 

portable, that Hell itſelf could not poſſibly 


\ 
13 


Y 


add any thing more grievous and affliftive 


than what he then felt, under the apparent 
Diſpleaſure of Go p, for his having fo fre- 
quently and ſo obſtinately tranſgreſs d his ſa- 


cred Laws, and wi/fully gone againſt the 


natural Dictates of Truth and Reaſon; any 
one, I ſay, that has either felt this in him- 
ſelf, or ſeen any thing like it in another, 
cannot but be ſenſible, even by this faint 
and imperfect Glimmering, or remote Re- 
_ ſemblance of Things, how dreadfully tor- 


menting and intolerable (he Pains of Eter- 


nity 
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nity will be, even without ſuppoſing the po- 


ſitive external Puniſhments of the Gnawings 
of Worms, and the Scorchings of Fire, and 
ſuch like; which, as they are certainly in- 
campotible with the ſp Vit Nature of an 


human Soul, can be no other than lofty Fi- 


Eres of Speech, repreſenting by ſenſible 


things the Greatueſi of thoſe Torments, which 
x if ſinful, for ever bear in a future 
tate 
Ou Bodies ** will be rai/ed Hein: 
But let us conſider the Nature of thoſe Bodies, 


and the Reaſon of their Reſuſcitation. Tis 


moſt probable, they are raiſed only for his 
End, That our Souls may recetve their pro- 

per Recom pence for what they have done in 
the Fleſh, whether it be good or whether it 
be evil; for it is the Sal only, even in the 
Body, that is capable of Joy or Grief, of 
Pleaſure or Pain, of Happineſs or Miſery; 
and perhaps, if the Soul could be at all af- 


_ tected oithour the Body, the Reſurrection 
would not be / N for the Reward or 


Puniſbment of Men, as it is now repreſented. 
But then let it be remembred, that as Fleſb and 
Blood cannot inberit the Kingdom of Gon, nor 


Corruption Incorruption, our Bodies ſhall be 


quite changed from what they are now, and 
inſtead of natural will become ſhiritudt Ho- 
dies; much purer may be, and much e 
too, than the fineſt Air, or even ther 2855 2 
now is; for we ſhall be, as the Angelsaf £1 
in Heaven: : And conſequently ſuckiuga 
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are reaſonably taught to believe, of the 
Kind, Extent and Duration, as that of in 
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naterial Things as Fire and Brimftont will 
have no Power over them, nor be able to af- 
fed them in any fort or degree ſoever. And 
this to me is ſufficiently confirmed, in that the 


Puntſhments of the Wicked will be, as we 


| 
Spirits; except we muſt ſay, that they alſo are 
3 of bodily Torments, which is a Po- 
ſition (I think) 2 both by Rage 
and Scripture. 
Ir may then be concluded, that as in 


them, ſoit will be in us, the incorrigible Habit 


of Vice will give the Eternity of Pain: And 


_  tho' tis certain there will be a vaſt Differ- 
ence in the Degrees of this kind of Puniſh- 
ment, according as the Number and Heinouſ- 
meſs of Mens Sins have been more or lets ; 
yet tis but a poor Comfort to think, that one's 
Pain or Miſery ſhall de 1% than ** 

when notwithſtanding that, it will never have 

an End. In this World we have many Pains, 

Griefs and Afflictions, which we may, and 

often do, rub through with a rolerable Shew 

(indeed with more of Shew than Reality) of 

Eaſe; becauſe we know, the greateſt Dura- 

tion here is hut a & n bong: And befides, in 


that ſhort ſpace Time we have many Flit- 
ings, Removes, and Variations of Condition, 


withinh make us bear our Troubles with leſs 


Complaint and Regret, than otherwiſe we 


ſhould do: But if any one Affliction, whe- 
= ani were to continue up- 


On 
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on us inceſſantly, without any Change, for 
ever, in which the Mind could ſee no Hope 
or Poſſibility of a Relaxation; I'm perſwaded, 
we ſhould prefer an utter Deſtruction, or An- 
mbilation, (which yet I have ſhewn is im- 
poſſible, from the Attributes of Gop; and 
perhaps, if we conſider that 'tis generally held, 
no gone particle of Matter has ever yet been 
deſtroy d nor probably ever will be, there is 
nothing in the Nature of things that we 
ſhould believe it of ritual Subſtances) to 
ſuch a State as this, and ſay of ourſelves, as 
it was once faid of a moſt unhappy Wretch, 
It would bave been good for us, had we not 
been born. If ſuch a State might be truly call- 
ed an Hell upon Earth; certainly, when the 
Pain of a Man's Mind ſhall come to be un- 
alterable, and for ever permanent, tho' in as 
low a Degree as the Obſtinacy of Sin will al- 
low us to ſuppoſe it, it can be nothing leis 
than everlaſiing Death ; which is properly an 
Eternity of Miſery, as oppoſed to the endleſs 
Joys and Happineſs of Heaven. 
THis I take to be the truly Rational and 
Scriptural Doctrine of Hell-Torments : But 
as I have argued this, and the Eternity of 
them, chiefly (hitherto) from the Nature and 
Reaſon of things, and I know the Charity and 
tender Dif] fiton of ſome good Chriſtians is 
ſuch, as they cannot but u well to the 
Souls of all Men, and even hupe that the worſt 
of intelligent Beings may, by the infinite 
Mercy of Gop, be. ſaped, of reſtor'd to eter- 
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nal Happ "Y I ſhall now try to ſuppbrt the 
Truth of F this Doctrine before infiſted on, by 
ſome unanſwerable Reaſons and Arguments, 
taken both from natural and revealed Reli- 
gion: The one of which, I think, no rational 
Reaſoner can give up; and the other, Tm ſure, 

no fincere and good Chriſtian ever will. 
 NaTvuRAL Religion conſiſts in the Belief 
of One Go p, and of the Certainty of a fu- 
ture State of equitable Retribution for our 
Actions in this Life : Revealed, in the Belief of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as a Mediator between 
God and us, and of our being accepted to 
Salvation and Eternal Life by his alone Merits, 
after our beſt Endeavours to be conſtantly 
Good and Virtuous : But this Faith, in both 
kinds, a-ſuppoſed Non-eternity of Hell-tor- 

ments entirely ſubverts and deſtroys. 
Tux Knowledge of Gop we moſt eaſily 
learn by the Things that are made, even bis 
eternal Power and Godhead; and that of a fu- 
ture State, by the Conſciouſneſs of our own 
Minds, and the Accountableneſs of our Ratio- 
nal Nature. And thus, by conſidering the 
ſupreme Government and moral Perfections of 
Gov, and our own Freedom of Will, and 
Proneneſs ts Sin and Error; ; we grow ſen- 
ſible, that we are here, in this World, placed 
by his Divine Providence, as in a State of 
Trial of our Conduct and Behaviour, in or- 
der to be recompens'd hereafter, in the World. 
or State to come, according to the Morality 
or Immorality of our reſpective Actions. 
* * - Whether 
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Whether we are conſider'd as perfef? of im 
perfect, alters not the Caſe; our Probation 
is ſtill the fame. Before our Fall, we were 
naturally and neceſſarily obliged to continue 
ferfefHly God; and now we are fallen, as 
Good as we can. At preſent, or in our de- 
generate Condition, the Reaſon of Things 
requires no more; becauſe tis alk we are ca- 
| of. This, I fay, is the common Dic- 
tate of every Man's Mind; tho' may be he is 
not perfect Maſter of the Reaſons, which 
might induce Gop ſo to have placed him. 
Wuo can fay, whether Man had pre-ex- 
ited in a former State, and miſcarried in his 
Duty there, with ſome pitiable Circumftan- 
ces, which might move the Mercy of Go 
to give him the Favour and Opportunity of 
a ſecond Trial, which is not altogether unlike- 
ly ; for the Spirits of Men, ſuppoſing they 
did pre-exift, might be concern'd in the great 
Revolt of Heaven, which the Arch-Fiend fir- 
red up there, againſt the Onhy-begotten of 
Gon; but being drawn into it ignorantly, 
unwarily, er inconfiderately, (as is the Caſe 
with many in all tumultuous and rebellious 
Proceedings) Gon had Compaſſion on them, 
as is very confiftent with the Reaſon of Things, 
and with the All-perfe& Juftice and Goodneſs 
of the Supreme Being, (tho' it would not have 
been ſo, had they acted wilfully; becauſe 
ſhewing Mercy would then have been giving, 
Countenance and Encouragement to enormous 
and immoral Practices, which cannot be 2 
* 


A 

poſed of the moſt perfectly Moral Being, 
whoſe Will is an unalterable Obligation up- 
on all his rational Creatures to Righteouſ- 
neſs and Virtue) and therefore put them in- 
to another State, wherein, by a contrary 
Conduct of greater Circumſpection and bet- 
ter Obedience, they might recover their for- 
mer Station in the Glories and the Joys of 
Heaven; which Opinion, perhaps, may not 
appear without ſome rational Foundation, if 
it be confidered, that the irreclaimably diſ- 
obedient among Men, ſhall have their future 
Portion with tbe Devil and his Angels? | 
On, whether Go p immediately on the 

Creation of the Soul of Man, inveſted it with 
Fleſh and Blood, and encompaſſed it with that 
multitude of Temptations we daily and hour- 
ly meet with, in ten thouſand various Shapes 
and Kinds, fo try its Fidelity and Conſtanc 
in his Service, before he could, in the Trut 
and Nature of things, reward it with eternal 
Happineſs, the Immortality we were at firſt 
made for ; which is, as far as we ſeem able to 
judge with any Certainty, (conſidering the 
free Agency of an human Soul, and its na- 
tural Power of being either good or bad, by 
its own voluntary Election or Choice) the rea! 
and moſt undoubted State of the Caſe before 
us; yet this preſent State of ours muſt be 
allowed by every Man that inpartially re- 
fleas on the Rationality of his Nature, to be 
deſigned by Gop, as it appears to be in itſelf, 
for 1 Trial of our Faith and Virtue; that 


9 


. . i a Po 
* | KF © 


- | | 5 
* & | "Y * 
6 . 
* - A 4 5 þ 


[46] 

as we approve ourſelyes well or ill in thoſe 
Particulars, we may receive from the juſt 
Governour of Heaven and Earth a ſuitable 
and proper Retribution. 8 

Now if this World be the State of our 
Probation, as every one ſees, and feels, and 
cannot but confeſs; and the other that of Re- 


compenſe for our Work's ſake, as is not to be 


denied, even by thoſe that would put upon it 
the moſt eaſy and favourable Conſtruction; 
then this only is the Time of Grace and Fa- 
vour allowed by Almighty GoD, in which 
we may pray to him for Help and Aſſiſtance, 
to enable us fo ſtruggle thro' the many Temp- 
tations of this Life, and to do our Duties 
faithfully ; and in which we may form to our- 
{elves reaſonable Hopes of obtaining his fu- 
ture Acceptance, by being morally Good here, 
and to the Degree we are ſo * : But if this on- 
ly be the State in which GOD well (perhaps 
I might ſay from the Nature of the Thing 
itſelf, can) ſhew us his Favours, or treat 
us with Long-ſuffering and Pity, with Mer- 
cy and Forbearance, and continual Deſires of 
our not periſhing ; the other, tis plain, can 


r 


* If we be not good here, we ſhall neither be good, 
happy, nor knowing hereafter : The main Opportunity 
for Knowledge and Happineſs is after this Life, but the 
only Opportunity for being Good is n . And if we 
take care to improve this, we are ſufficiently ſecure of 
the other, and of whatever elſe appertains to the Perfec- 
tion of our Nature; but if this be neglected, all is lot. 
Sce Mr Nerris's Reflections on Human Life, p. 128. 


admit 


I” 1 
adenit of no farther Trial, nor of any Altera- 


tion in the State of a Sinner, no more than 


of the Righteous. A good Man will be na- 
turally and unchangeable. for ever happy, in 
Proportion to his moral Goodneſs: This our 
common Notions of natural Religion, con- 
cerning a juſt impartial Go p, and a future 
State, teach us. But then, muſt not the ſame 


Perſon, if he be naturally no farther happy | 


than good, be /o far for ever miſerable as vi- 
cious? This is a Truth to me as plain as the 
other. So that if a Perſon be more vicious 
than good, he will be more miſerable than 
happy ; and if extremely wicious, he will be 
extremely miſerable : But as no Man ( proba- 
bly) is utterly devoid of aff Goodneſs, tho 
in moſt Things me may be ſo, that which is 
good in him will always have its Reward, 
of pleaſing Reflections; and conſequently 
that which is bad in him will _ have its 
reſpective Torments. 

THE that think Go p is too good or 
too juſt to puniſh 70 Eternity, or even to per- 
mit the natural and unavoidable Effects of 
Vice, as of Virtue, to continue for ever; and 
that he will conſequently ſo order it, that the 
ſinful Habits of human Souls ſhall in time 
ear of in the other World by the Great- 
neſs of their Pains, and they in the End be- 
come for ever happy ; ; would do well to re- 
flect, that it is an unreaſonable Perſuaſion to 
believe, that GoD. will be, or is obliged to 
be, always contending with Man, that is, 

e 


be 
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ella, the other World as, this: For as Man 18 4 


Will of Gop, but from the Nature of Things. 
Power of Man to avoid ſinning. J grant it. 


in a Man's own Power, and 


rational Creature, his Happineſs muſt depend 
on his ewn free Choice of Things in his State 
of Tryal; and not afterwards, on the compul- 


foe Hand of Gon. Go ps eternal and im- 


mutable Decree is, that Virtue ſhall make 


Men for ever bleed : Vice is a Want of Vir- 
tue, juſt as a Shadow is a Want of Light; and 


if Men will chooſe Derkneſs rather — Li ht, 
the Conſequence is their own. Hence t 
become for ever miſerable: Not from the 


Perhaps you'll tell me, Tis not in the 


Weare now naturally corrupt and depraved, 


and fall daily into one Sin or other. To this 


the Infirmity or Imperfecon of our Nature 


prompts us, and we are indeed not alt 
ther able to avoid it. But I put a vaſt Dif- 
ference between being prone to Sin, and be- 


ing wickedly finful. The one is involuntary, 


the other perverſe : the one pitiable, the o- 


ther puniſhable. It is not falling into Sin ac- 


| key or inadvertently, by Surprize or Ig- 


norance, that wounds the Conſcience for ever; 
but that which farms the Habit of Vice, and 


famps the Brand of Guilt, and draws eternal 


Miſery and Undoing upon the Soul of Man, 
is, running into Sin wilfully and greedily, 
and continuing in its Practice with | Obſtinacy 
and Impenitence. To avoid this, is certainly 
ds abſo- 


| lutely on his own Will; and therefore, if he 
ſuffers 


ET 
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ſuffers for it to Eternity, tis but the Reſult of 
his own Choice: The very Choice itſelf con- 
demns his unhappy Soul, and iH G o D 
in having eternally annex'd_ (not poſitively, 
but in the Nature of Things) theſe Puniſh- 
ments to Vice, and Rewards to Virtue. 

Tu x Sum of the Argument then is this : 
Our natural Notions of Religion are, that we 
are accountable Creatures, and this World our 
State of Trial; that the next is our State of 

final Recompenſe, wherein Happineſs will be 
the certain and inevitable Reward of Virtue, 
and Miſery the certain and inevitable Puniſh 
ment of Sin. Now after this to imagine; that 
God either will, or can, ever take off or re- 
mit a Puniſhment that neceſſarily follows, by 
his eternal and unalterable Purpoſe (as Re- 
ward does Virtue) a perverſe 3 in 
Sin, or a willfully continued Conduct in im- 
moral Practices; is not only to build withs 
out any Foundation, but it is to confound 
the tuo States ſo abſolutely (as before) diſ- 
tinguiſhed by Nature and Reaſon, and to 
ſuppoſe that which is deſigned for our Re- 


compenſe to be alſo for our Probation ; as if 


G0 p had no other End of creating us, but 


that of trying us for ever. And to hope he 
will do this out of his infinite Pity and Com- 
paſſion to the Works of his own Hands, 
alas obſtinate and refrattory they may 
have been, is to make Gop a Contradiction 
to himſelf, and to ſet his Mercy at variance 
with his Truth and 8 In this Mrs 

OD 
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| Gop is certainly wiſe, and good, and holy, 


in letting Men reap the Fruit of their own 
Actions; this every Day's Experience fully 
proves: And we are ſure, he can do it no 
more in one Inſtance than in many, no more 
in the leaſt than in the greateſt, no more for 
a Time than for Eternity, if it be at all, or 
in any reſpect, inconſiſtent with the Perfec- 
tion of his moral Attributes ſo to do. | 
AGAIN, as the Hypotheſis of the Non- 
Eternity of Hell-Torments overturns our well- 
eſtabliſhed Norions of natural Religion; ſo it 
alſo renders ineffectual its whole Deſign on 


our religious and moral Practice. As the 


Diſtinctions of Good and Evil, and of Vir- 
tue and Vice, from and 70 Eternity; if 
their Rewards and Puniſhments were not as 
fixt and immutable as the Things themſelves, 
we ſhould never know what to expect from 
Gop, nor how to conduct ourſelves with 
any Certainty, reſpecting the Morality of 
our Lives and Converſations ; but be perpe- 
tually fluctuating between Hopes and Fears, 
of what might, or might not, happen. For 
if a wicked Man, a Man whocontinues in- 
corrigibly 0 purſue his Vices and Pleaſures, 
may entertain Hopes of being in the End 
for ever in a State of Joy and Felicity, tho 
after ſome Duration of exque/ite and 7nexpreſ- 


fible Miſery ; and this according to natural 


andeternal Truth, founded on Gop's Good- 
neſs, his Fuftice, or any other divine P 
ty; this leaves the Wages of Sin in ſuch L 


— 
cer- 
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certainty, as to their Duration at leaſt, that 
a Sinner will give himſelf a much greater Looſe 

here, in hope of being ſoon reclaimed in 
other World, when he ſhall come to be bets 
ter convinced by Sight and Experience of what 
he now only knows by Faith, or perhaps ren- 
ders almoſt incredible to himſelf, by raiſing 
Doubts, and Suſpicions, and falſe Arguings 
(which the Love of Sin will always ſuggeſt 
to him) about it. Nay, if the Puniſhment 
of Sin would ever have an End, it then, be- 
ing in its own Nature finite, falls naturally 
and of courſe under the arbitrary Will of 
Gop, to be made as long or ſhort as he 
pleaſes; and if it be juſt in G o p not to per- 
mit an eternal Puniſhment for a temporary 
Sin, it would be certainly very good in GoD, 
and even moſt merciful, to contract it into the 
ſhorteſt poſſible; which by his Almighty 
Power and infinite Wiſdom, we muſt ſup- 
poſe him capable of doing, in a juſt and equi» 
table Manner. | 
Now under ſuch a Conſideration as this, 
(if there was any Validity in the Argument) 
what Sinner living, enſlaved by an evil Ha- 
bit of Immorality, would give himſelf the 
preſent Uneafineſs of Self-denial, to avoid it ? 
Do not Men daily chooſe their Revellings and 
Debaucheries at all hazards, even tho they 
ſee juſt before their Faces the moſt racking 
Pains and Agonies of the moſt hathſome and 
tormenting Diſeaſes? And would they then 
ever reform their Lives by the feint Terror of 
2 {7M 
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a future remote Puniſhment, which they im+ 
agine, from this falſe Notion of the Good- 
neſs of Gop, will be as ſbort or ſhorter, tho 
much more exquiſite and tormenting than the 
other. This ſeemingly gives ſuch a Rein to 
Libertiniſm and Immorality, that they can- 
not but run away with Men without Curb or 
Reſtraint: And I queſtion not, but every 
Man that thinks in that way, would he ſpeak 
his Sentiments freely and. without reſerve, 
could not but own himſelf 4% affected with 
'the Purity of Virtue, and the Turpitude of 
Vice, as well as with the Reward of the one, 
and the Puniſhment of the other, than zf he 
believed their reſpective Retributions would 
be abſolutely and equally eternal. 


Ay this % Conſequence, the Favourers of 


this Opinion are ſo well aware of, that not 
only ſome modern Writers, but others alſo 
among the Ancients, who have treated upon 
this Argument, have left it as a * om 
Caution, that the Notion of the Non- eternity 


of Hell- torments ought not, however, to be 


propagated among the ignorant and unthink- 
ing Vulgar, but the old Opinion be ſtill taught 
to them; that they may be the better and 
more effectually deterr d from running head- 
long into Vice and the Practice of Sin. How 
I bluſh for the Weakneſs of theſe prudential 
Reaſoners, and for. the utter Inſufficiency of 
fuch an Argument! If it tends to encourage 
Tniquity in Practice, does not this loudly de- 
clare it 79 ve falſe in Principle? For nothing 
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can be true in Religion, that is an Enemy to 
Virtue; becauſe the whole Deſign of Religi- 
on is, to make Men good. „ | 

MoRE OVER, what religious Truth is 
there, that is not of.general Uſe, and as much 
the Concern and Intereſt of every one to know, 
as of any one? Is not Truth the Property of 
all, that can arrive at it? And was there ever 

a Time, or ever can be, when a real Doc- 
trine of Religion ought to be conceul d from 
the Minds of Men, leſt it ſhould vitiate and 
corrupt them ? Infants indeed as not fit for 
' ftrons Meat; but poi ſonous Food is equally 
AS to the Aale 20 to Children: And 
probably it will be found, that ſuch a Doc- 
trine as this, is of equal Danger in the Hands 
of the Knowing as the Ignorant. For have 
not all Men naturally the ſame eager Appetites 
and unruly Paſſions, and are they not equally 
fond of indulging them, when the Reſtraints 
are taken off? Not to ſay, that it is not al- 
ways that the moſt famed for Learning, are 
therefore Men of the greateſt Taciturnity; 
but tis commonly ſeen, when they are grown 
Maſters of any particular Doctrine, they are 
either charitably or ambitiouſly inclined to ſhew 
their ſuperior Knowledge, and to propa- 
gate what they know in Religion, even a- 
mongſt all Men of every rank, let the Con- 
ſequence be what it will. If then this Doc- 
trine ſhould be concealed from ſome, it ought 
in like manner to be concealed from all; and 
this Neceſſity of Concealment ſhews both 
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the Falſhood and Iniquity of it: For, Truth 
cometh to the Light, that it may be made ma- 
nifeſt ; but Error ſkulks and hides itſelf, leſt 
zt ſhould be reproved. 

Ox the other Hand, If the future Puniſh- 
ment of Sin be fixed, as unbiaſs d Reaſon 
dictates, on an eternal Foundation, nec 
and immutable ; there 1s then left no Ho 
for any Sinner, whether great or little, whe- 
ther guilty of many grievous, or but a few 
Aighter Sins, but in an immediate and total 
Reformation of all his vicious Habits and un- 
righteous Cuſtoms, of whatever kind or de- 
gree they be. This Doctrine explains to him 
at once the ind:/þen/ible Neceſſity of that, and 
throws him alſo with Humility into the Arms 


of Gop, to find out for him, in his infinite 


Wiſdom and boundleſs Mercy, ſome other 
and more gracious Means of Salvation, than 
ſuch filly ill-grounded Views, as of his en- 
during a Courſe of inexpreſſible Torments in 
a future State, only to bring him, an obſtinate 


 Wretch, to himſelf, and to his right Mind, 


whether he will or no; and, by that irratio- 
nal and compulſive Means, to the eternal Ac- 
ceptance of the Divine Being: In which, as 
there is uo Senſe, ſo there can be in it neither 
Truth nor Reaſon. 

Havins ſo far eſtabliſhed and Cotes 
this Doctrine, by ſome rational Conſiderations 
drawn from our Notions of natural Religion ; 
I ſhall now purſue the ſame Truth, by tak- 
nga ſhort View of revealed. And to me it 

immediately 
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immediately appears, that it was on the AC+ 
count of eterna Death, or of an endleſs State 
of Unhappineſs and Miſery hereaſter, 
nuturally due to Sin, and, that it could be on 
no other, that he Lou ng-kindneſs of G 0.D to- 
wards Man appeared : It was becauſe the cer- 
tain and unalterable Puniſhment of wilful, 
perverſe, and incorrigible Sinners is, and can- 
notbu tbe, asthe Scripture, repreſents i it, Ever- 
laſting ; that Go p in his great Mercy took 
Pity on ſuch Sinners as he faw ſtriving after 
moral Perfection, amidſt their many Infirmi- 
ties, and were in nothing ww:/fully, or at leaſt 
not per ver ſſy evil, to re- inſtate them in his 
Divine Acceptance, according to the Reajon of 
things, (for why ſhould any one, — 
againſt Deſtruction, be adjudged fo periſh? 
Can a Man do more than is in his poteer to 
do?) and by their continual going-on in well 
doing, to bring them to Salvation in Feſus 
Chriſt. In this, all the moral Attributes of 
Gop were plainh concerned; no leſs his Wif- 
dom, his Juſtice, and his Holineſs, than his 
Mercy. But it would have been a Contradic- 
tion to all theſe Properties in the Divine Na- 
ture, had he purpoſed to do as much for ſuch 


Men as are 2 and continue ob- 
ſtinately, wicked; who contemn his Precepts, 


and deſpiſe his Authority, and by that — | 
ſet his Vengeance at defiance, and put no Va- 
lue on his eternal Approbation, and the un- 
ſpeakable Joys of Heaven. To reſtore ſuch 
would have been to deſtroy the natural Diſ- 
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tinctions of Good and Evil, and contrary to 
their Immutability to have ſet Vice on a level 
with Virtue. And therefore, tho' this Salva- 
tion, like immortal Life at the firſt, was de- 
ſign d for all Men; yet the Scriptures every 
where ſet it forth, that none ſhall obtain it, 
but thoſe that fncerely defire and endeavour to 
be good. | 

As good Men then were, and are, and 
ever will be, Objects of the Mercy of Go p, 
ſuch as he cannot but have Pity on, and will 
one day bring to everlaſting Happineſs; ſo 
this Mercy might be offered to us (for all Mer- 
cy is a mere Grace and Favour) on what Con- 
ſideration he thought proper, ſo it were con- 


ſiſtent with his Wiſdom, his Juſtice, and his 


Holineſs, to beſtow it; and the more proper 
it would be, as it more largely expreſs'd his 
Love, and Tenderneſs, and Good-w:ll to Men. 
This he has graciouſly declared, is, his only- 


begotten Son dying for us; whom he ſent into 


the World for that End; even to be a Pro- 
pitiation (and the Almighty may in Mercy 
appoint and accept what Propitiation he 


_ pleaſes) for thoſe that ſhall lay hold of it by 
a true Faith, and make that Faith a Means 
or Motive of fincere Obedience. By this, he 


has ſhewn his Wiſdom, in providing ſtill for 
the good Government of Mankind, in hav- 
ing Mercy only thro' Chr:i/t on the fincerely 
good; and letting the 2o:ifully wicked, not- 
withſtanding, to reap the Fruit of their own 
Ways: His Fuftice, even in ſhewing of 

Mercy, 
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Mercy, to ſuch as endeavour to deſerve it; 
and in permitting thoſe that do not, to bear 
their own Puniſhment for ever: And his Ho- 
lineſs, in thus expreſſing, by the moſt pow- 
erful and perſwaſive Inſtance, (vis. his giv- 
ing up his Son for us all) the unchangeable 
Love and Approbation he has for moral Vir- 
tue, and his irreconcileable Deteſtation of 
Iniquity and Sin. | — 2 5 
Bur now, if we ſhould ſuppoſe (as ſome 
do) the Torments of Hell not to be Eternal; 
what need was there for ſuch a Scheme as this, 
to bring any one Soul of Man to the immor- 
tal Joys of Heaven? For, all, one time or o- 
ther, muſt be ſaved. of courſe, Every Man 
will, by the Law of Nature, which is the 
Reaſon of things, be for ever Happy ſo far 
as he is Good; but as no Man is completely 
Good, or without every wilful Immorality a- 


bout him in every kind or degree ſoever, no 


Man can by the /ame Law be for ever per- 
fectly Happy, and conſequently muſt be in 


Tome ſort. eternally Unhappy, which, I have 


ſhewn before is everlaſting Death: Hence 
comes in the Neceſſity of a Saviour, to free e- 
ven good Men by his Merits, from this na- 


tural Conſequence of Sin; which could not 


but take place upon all, were it not for the 
Mercy of Go p ſo graciouſiy vouchſated unto 
us. The Notion therefore, that the Puniſh- 
ments of Sin in a future State will in time 


have an End by any arbitrary or natural 7; bis 


Means, ſeems to mei nconſiſtent with the 


Belief of our Redemption by the Bleſſed 7e. 


fas, 


1 1 
s, and deſtructive of the grand Doctrines 
of the Chriſtian Religion; * therefore ought 
in no wiſe to be come into by any one Perſon, 
2 would be thought to be a Chriftian in- 
—_: | 
Fox, conſider, if eternal Happineſs may 
be gained by another Method, nay, cannot 
but be ſo, (as is pretended) from the Conſi- 
deration of the moral Perfections of Gop, even 
of his Goodneſs, and J le, and Mercy; and 
this, according to Truth and Reaſon: How 
can our Lord be ſaid, fo have brought Life and 
Immortality to light by the Goſpel ? Is it any 
where declared therein, that he only came to 
let us into the Krowladie of this pretended 
Truth, viz. That hereafter the e 8 
Vice, and the Depravity of our Nature, ſhall 
be purged away by inutterable Woe and Tor- 
ment, and we in that forcible manner reftored 
to the Salvation of Go p? Is this the Way by 
which all Men ſhall be Foe that is, all that 
will? For tis irrational to fave a Free Agent, 
whether he will or no: And I queſtion much, 
whether Gop himſelf can do it; conſidering 
the Nature of things, and his own Divine 
Properties. No : Is it not every where declated, 
this only can be effected, thro Chrift, by 
their own voluntary and conflant Purſuit of 
moral Goodneſs and Virtue, and their per- 
ſevering to the End in a permanent Habit 
thereof? And alſo, that they who know not 
Go, and obey not the Law of Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, ſhall undergo an everlaſting 
Deftruftion from the Preſence of the Lord by 
: | the 
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the Divine Vengeance; that is, by an AF of 
the moſt perfe& Juſtice: Which I take to be, 
his ſuffering or permitting every Sinner to 
reap the Fruit of his Doings even to Eternity ; 
which is a Truth I have all along ſhewn, 70 
be founded on the neceſſary and immutable 
Relations of things themſelves. | 
WR the Everlaſtingneſs of Hell-Tor- 
ments then, in a ſtrict and proper Senſe, an 
untrue or unreaſonable Doctrine, it would di- 
realy follow, that all the Doctrines of Chri- 
ſtianity muſt be given up, and indeed all Re- 
velation whatſoever ; which ſeems chiefly de- 
ſigned for conveying down to us Chriſtians 
(whom Gop has thought fit 7 favour be- 
yond many other People) the more perfect 
3 of the Redemption of Mankind, 
that we particularly may be thereby carried to 
higher Degrees both of Virtue and Glory. And 
if Revelation be given up, and with it the 
Truth of our Redemption by a Mediator, 
then all our Hopes ſtanding on the Founda- 
tion of the mere Law of Nature, every Soul 
of us (as has been often ſaid) muſt periſh for 
ever; becauſe as we all are Sinners, we muſt 
all be miſerable, in the Nature of things, to the 
degree we have been ſo, | oo 
UT, What! may it be objected, ſhall 
Hell for ever exiſt, and Oppoſition never ceaſe ? 
Shall Gop never be able o /ubdue his Ad- 
verſary ? Shall Evil always prevail, and Sin 
domineer it eternally over human Souls? Did 
not Go p ereate all Men for Happineſs ; and 
ſhall his Deſign 3 and the 1 

3 2 | 


60 |] 
he ſet before him never be obtained? What 
then mean thoſe Expreſſions in Scripture : 
That thro. Death Chriſt might deſtroy him 
that had the Power of Death, that is, the 
Devil. 2 That the Son of Go D Was mani ted 
in the Fleſh, to deſtroy the Works of the De- 
wil? And, the loft Enemy that ſhall be de- 
 frroyed 1s Death ? And, Chriſt muſt reign, 
till be hath put all Enemies under his Feet ? 
Is not here an abſolute Conqueſt promiſed, 
and a final Deſtruction foretold of Sin, Death 
and the Devil ; and conſequently, a thorough 
Reſtoration of all Mankind to Joy and Hap- 

ineſs, when the End cometh ? 

I anſwer : No doubt, Go p is able to ſub- 
due all his Enemies; and: that Sin, Death 
and the Devil will one Day be deſtroy'd, in 
the Scripture Senſe. There is no difputing a- 
us the Truth, or the Power of Gon. 

ut is there no Way to ſubdue a wicked 
Free-Agent, but by reclaiming him? Will 
not the Devil, and all wicked Men, and 
their ſinful and malicious Works, be ſuffici- 
ently deſtroy d, when Chr: ſhall have put 
down all Rule, and all Authority and Power, 
and ſubjected them all to an eternal Puniſh- 
ment, and triumphantly made a public De- 
claration of it? Is not an Enemy ſufficiently 
conquered, who is enſlaved for ever? What 
can Almighty Power do more? And does 
not this ſhew Go p's perfect Wiſdom alſo; 
when he de eftroys for ever ſuch diſobedient 
and obſtinate Creatures, as reſolved not to 
make Uſe of the Grace and Opportunity 44. 
lowed 


lowed them, to return to their Duty ? Does 
not the Nature of Government require ſuch 
Juſtice, as this; I mean, the final cutting off 
of unworthy Members from all Privilege 
and Benefit ? And certainly, it is not incon- 
ſiſtent with infinite Purity, to puniſh eternally 
the incorrigible Perpetrators of Evil. 

Our LoRD indeed came to deſtroy, or 
to render ineſfectual, (as it ought to be read) 
the Works of the Devil, that is, to prevent 
the Commiſſion of Sin in Men, and the final 
Ruin of human Souls, both which he (the 
Devil) greatly and maliciouſly labours after, 
in Oppoſition to Gop and all Goodneſs: 
But it was to deſtroy them, not againſt Rea- 
ſon and Nature; not, by irreſiſtible Force, and 
unavoidable Compulſion; but, conſiſtently 
with the Free-Agency and Will of Man, by 
ſtronger Reaſons and more. prevailing Mo- 
tives, than were ever brought to light before; 
which might powerfully excite, and thereby 
enable, them to refit the Temptations of Sin, 
and to withſtand the Wiles of the Devil, and 
to work out their Salvation with greater Dili- 
gence and Circumſpection, in Proportion to 
the more certain Aſſurance of eternal Life 
vouchſafed them by his Death and Media- 
tion. For this purpoſe was Chriſt manifeſted. 

But (as I ſaid) Men are till free; and it is 
naturally in the Power of all Pree- Agents 
(or otherwiſe they could not be free) to go 


againſt the Purpoſe, Gop : And in that Caſe 


Sin and Obſtinacy can only be ſubdued by 
being ſuljected to final Miſery and Undoing; 
| which 
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which are the natural, and proper, and even 
neceſſary Wages thereof, His Purpoſe is, to 
deſtroy the Works of the Devil; wm this is 
_ eſpecially ſpoken of Sin in this World, not in 
the other: But if they are not deſtro ed, that 
ariſes from the 3 and Wilfulneſs 
of Man; which therefore for ever after be- 
comes the ju/? Object of divine Wrath, by 
having rejected the Opportunity, and forfeited 
the Promiſe, of divine Mercy. 
| ir it is ſaid, chat Death ſhall 
be deſtroyed, it is always limited by ſome- 
thing in the Context to temporal Death only : 
And this Conqueſt over Death is always re- 
preſented to be effected thro' Chrift by the 
general Reſurrection. So St. Paul: And 
when this Corruptible ſhall have put on Incor- 
ruption, and this Mortal ſhall have put on Im- 
mortality ; 3 then ſhall be brought to paſs the Say- 
ing that is written, Death is ſwallowed up in 
Victory. So that in all this, there is plainly 
no Mention gf, nor any View at all, toa Re- 
leaſe from eternal Death, which is the ever- 
laſting Pains of unrepenting Sinners, 
N o this Doctrine of endleſs Puniſhment 
being evidently founded, as I think I have 
| proved, on x Reaſons of Things, and the 
contrary Opinion utterly repugnant to Chri/- 
tian Truth, and deſtructive of all the Ends 
and Purpoſes both of natural and revealed 
Religion ; it will not, I hope, be thought 


either preſumptuous or dogmatical in me, to 


advance theſe Sentiments, tho' againſt the 


end of ſome very lee good, and 
| .” _ great 


ſhewn, will be an inexpreſſible Pleaſure or 
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great Men. For they have gone in a diffe- 


rent Way, and ſeem to have ſearch'd for 
Truth on a miſtaken Ground, which is, that 
the Texts of Scripture, expreſſing the 
wretched State of Sinners in another Life, 
are to be taken literally, in the groſs Accep- 
tation of material Fire and Flames, and ſuch 
like; which as they are in their own Na- 
tures external, they have thvught them to be 


purely 8 Puniſhments, and muſt con- 
t 


ſequently be entirely dependent on the Will of 
God; and, that Go p, as he is in his moral 
Capacity infinitely good and merciful, could 
not will ſuch an 7mplacable Vengeance, with- 
out contradicting and thereby deſtroying the 
Perfection of his moral Attributes: whereas 
thoſe Texts of Scripture are only figurative 
Expreſſions, ſetting forth in the frongeft 
' Light the intolerable Pains of Eternity, b 
ſuch ſenfible Things as are at preſent moll 
aflictive and tor menting to us. 

'T is faid in the Old Teſtament, that Gop 
will bring into Judgment, every ſecret Thing, 
whether it be Good or whether it be Evil: But 
in the plaineſt and moſt eaſy Senſe of the 
Words, this is no more than that every Acti- 
on of Man, whether done in private or in 
public, ſhall have its due Recompenſe in a fu- 
ture State; which it certainly may, in the 
Nature of Things, from its own neceſſa 
Conſequence of a good or bad Conſcience, 
either perpetually accu/ing, or elſe excuſing, - 
them for ſo doing ; which, as has been already 
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Torment. And in one of the Prophets it is 
explicitly ſo expreſs'd to be, where it is aſ- 
ſerted, that Gop ſearcheth the Heart, and 
trieth the Reins, to give to every Man ac- 
cording to his Ways, and according to the 
Fruit of his Doings. The Fruit of a Man's 
Doings are nothing but the natural Effects of 
his Life and Converſation, affecting his Soul 
differently, as his Ways have been good or 
bad. This the Goſpel calls rewarding or pu- 
niſhing a Man according to his Works, and, 
God's rendering Tribulation and Anguiſh to 
every Soul of Man that doth Evil, and Glory, 
and Honour, and Peace to every Man that doth 


| Good, ſo far as he does the one or the other; 


for, there is no reſpef# of Perſons with 
Gop. Hence tis faid, the impenitent Man 
treaſures up Wrath to himſelf ; and, the pe- 
nitent good Man lays up a good Foundation 
of Happineſs againſt the Time to come. 

SoMETIMES indeed, Things are ſaid 
to be done in a more formal and judicial Man- 
ner; as, when the Son of Man ſhall ſet the 
Good on his right Hand, and the Wicked on 
his left, and ſhall aſſign a Kingdom to the one, 
and everlaſting Fire to the other, prepared 
from the Foundation of the World, or proba- 
bly from Gop's eternal Deſign of creating it; 
for the latter was prepared for the Devils, 
who, we have Reaſon to believe, were be- 
fore the Creation of this lower World. But 
as, not afually the Government of a K:ng- 


Aom for the one; ſo, not the real Torments 


of Fire for the other: But as a Kingdom ſets 
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before us in this World the higheſt Pleaſures 
and Delights, and the Scorchings of Fire the 
greateſt Pains and Miſeries; ſo theſe are (as 
I have ſaid before) Metaphors of Speech 70 
figure out to us, by ſuch material and ſenſible 
Objects, to which our Ideas at preſent can on- 
ly reach, the ineffahle Happineſs that ſhall 


attend the Good, and the Unhappineſs that 


ſhall attend the Wicked, in a future State. 
Tr1s Doctrine, ſo explained, makes the 


final Fudgment of Go at the laſt Day, 


(which, in the Notion of a ric and formal 
Proceeding, and of Rewards and Puniſhs 
ments particularly gſigned on this Part, and 
inflicted on the other, is incumbred with a 
thouſand Difficulties reſpecting the Length and 
Manner of it, as to the hearing, and exam- 
ining and debating all the various Actions and 
Circumſtances of Action, of ſo many milli- 
ons of millions of Creatures) a plain, eaſy 
and intelligible Thing : For this Point —— 
once determined, according to plain Truth 
and Reaſon ; then, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 

ſhould come in the Chude of Heaven with his 
Saints and Angels, to ſhew the Honour that 
the Father has done him, in exalting him ta 
the right Hand of Power for his Obedience to 
the Croſs for our ſakes, ſeems not only reaſon- 
able in itſelf, but even neceſſary to juſtify his 
Friends, and to confound his Enemies: And 
that he ſhall then publickly pronounce Fudg- 


ment, even in thoſe ſhort Forms of Sentence 


mentioned in the Goſpel, is not highly im- 


probable ; to which Triumph perhaps refers, 
I 


that 
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that of the Devil's being to the Fudg- 
ment of the Great Day, or, I muſt confeſs, I 
know not what it means. But I queſtionnot, 
every Man, conformably to the Reaſon of 
things, and to many Parts of Holy Scripture, 
will naturally carry his Reward or Puniſh- 
ment in his own Boſom ; where it will re- 
main a Bleſſing or a Curſe to him, for ever and 
ever: For Ireckon Gop himſelf cannot alter, 
even the natural Rewards of Virtue, which 
are due to it on eternal Reaſons; tho he may, 
and will, in Jeſus Chriſt ſuperadd to them a 
complete Felicity. 
THERE are indeed many Expreſſions in 
the revealed Will of Gop, that do ſet forth 
his Mercy and Loving-kindneſs to Man in 
ſuch ſtrong and paſſionate Terms, (vig. that 
he is merciful, gracious, and long-ſuffering, 
and of great Goodneſs ; that he delights not in 
the Death of a Sinner; that he will not 
always be cbiding, neither keepeth he his 
Anger for ever; and, that he would have 
none to periſh, but that all ſhould come to Re- 
pentance) that one would almoſt think, Gop 
could in no Senſe, from the Tenderneſs and 
Googneſs of his Nature, ſuffer any of his Crea- 
tures to be long miſerable : But it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that all theſe compaſſionate Deſcrip- 
tions of Gop's Mercy relate to Man's Trial 
or Probation in this World, not to his Retri- 
bution in the other. This preſent State is the. 
Place of Favour, which a good Gop may rea- 
ſonably ſhew to his Creatures, even to the 
molt diſobedient, to work their Reformation, 
5 or 


She a 
or that his Long-ſuffering may lead them to Re- 

pentance : In this Senſe, he ſhews Mercy to thau- 
ſands, and from Generation to Generation; and 
frequently checks his Anger, and puts a ſtop 
to his Vengeance, and trys again and again 
by various Ways and Methods of Compaſſi- 
on to effect the great End he has before him, 
Man's Amendment, herezand his Salvation for 
ever. But the future State is the Place of 
Acceptance, in which a juſt Go p can receive 
none, nor ſhew Mercy to any, but on the 
eternal and immutable Ground of Reaſon 
and Equity; as they have in their former 
State ſtrove with Uprightneſs and Sinceri- 
ty, in an undiſſembled Love of Truth and 
all Goodneſs, to purify themſelves as he is pure, 
or, in other Words, to imitate the Divine mo- 
ral Perfections in every thing, and to merit, as 
much as may be, Salvation thro' Feſus Chriſt 


by a conſtant and confirm'd Habit of Virtue. 
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To this it is, and thro him only, that the 
infinite Mercy of Gopin the World to come 
relates. There he neither does, nor can, for- 
give any, but on the Terms of the Goſpel ; 
and, conſequently, none can be ſaved hereaf- 
ter, but as they fulfil the Laws of Righteouſ- 
neſs here, with all Diligence and Circum- 
ſpection. If a Man continues to the laſt irre- 
claimably evil, he cannot but be eternally 
miſerable : If he repents and renews his Diſ- 
poſition, from the Love of all Sin to the Love 
of all Good, he cannot but _ he muſt 
be for ever happy : not, in the Nature of things, 
any farther than " approach'd towards pur 
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ral Perfectiůon; but ſupernaturally, in a com 
plete and perfect manner, for the ſake, or 
thro the Merits, of Fe/us Chriſt; who died 
to cleanſe the ſincerely Good from all Sin, 
that is, from the condemning Power of all Sin, 
even from the inherent Depravity of it, which 
they were not able altogether to ſubdue and 
conquer. The Condation of ſuch is truly pi- 
tiablèe, and therefore their %alvation is ſecure 
in Chriſt: The wilfully and perverſly Wick- 
ed deſerve no Pity, and therefore eriſb. 

Sou indeed have thought, for want of 
conſidering rightly the Terms of Salvation, 
that it will be the general Tenor of a Man's 
Life, in the Senſe of his having in it more of 
Good than Evil, or more of Evil than Good, 
that ſhall determine the Happineſs or Miſery 
of his State hereafter : But the Queſtion then 
is, what will be the Fate of thoſe who are as 
it were in an Equilibrium between Good os E- c 
vil, or in whom neither the one nor rother, 
do at all prevail? For amidſt the many differ- 
ent Degrees of Men in Virtue and Vice, this 
Caſe may be frequently ſuppoſed. Shall fuch 
Men have neither Reward nor Puniſhment, 
be neither happy or miſerable ? This is ſenſe- 
les and abſurd. The Recourſe has therefore 
been to a purging Puniſhment, as neceflary 
to burn up the Droſs in theſe, and even in the 
end to conſume the Souls of the deſperately 
Wicked. But this Opinion is ſo little to the 
Purpoſe, that it is neither phi/o/ophical nor 
Chriſtian. Can ſpiritual Subſtances be burnt up, 
or purged /ike Gold, in a fiery * ? 

2 What 


T1 
What Notions muſt the Ancients have had, 
of Souls, when they thought and wrote in 
this manner? They might be Men of Piety, 
but not Men of Reaſon. 

T 1s true, the more good a Man is now, 
the more happy he will be hereafter ; and 
the more wicked the more miſerable : But 
tis not the Doctrine of natural or revealed 
Truth, that a Man ſhall be ſaved, for having 
had in him more of Goad than Evil; or be 
damned, for having had more of Euil than 
Good ; or be neither ſaved nor damned, for 
being in a Poiae between both. For one Sin 
may damn a Man, as well as a thouſand: 
Nay, 'tis poſſible that one may do it, when a 
thouſand will not; that is, when theſe are 
repented of, and the other wilfully retained : 
For tis not Sin itſelf, but the Obſtinacy of 
Sin, that works the Condemnation. He that 
thus offends in one Point is guilty of all, or as 
much a Tranſgreſſor, tho not ſo heinous an 
one, of the Laws of Go p, and will be as 
furely puniſh'd for that one, as if he broke 
them all. If our right Hand or right Eye, 
offend us, that is, if there be in our Hearts 
any ane beloved Luſt that betrays us into Sin, 
we mult get rid even of that alſo, or be caſt 
inta Hell-Fire. In ſhort, every Man will be 
naturally happy or miſerable in Proportion to 
his Works, and to the nature and kind of 
them; but no Man can be for ever perfectly 
happy thro' Chriſt, but he that, either by 
Habit or true Repentance, is an Enemy to all 
| Sin, and keeps conſtantly in his Heart a true 


Love 


| ET 4 2 
| Love of Gop and all Goodneſs, and in every 
| thing forms his Life and Converſation upon 
i that unſhaken Principle. sees 
i's Bu T give me leave to add, before I diſ- 
U | miſs this Topic, That tho' I have argued 
againſt poſitive Puniſhments from the Hand 
| of Gop; and do think, that the natural Ef- 
| fects of Sin, in ſtaining the Mind, corrupt- 
. ing the Will, and thereby wounding the Con- 
| ſcience, but eſpecially by its Wilfulneſs and 
8 Obſtinacy, are ſufficient alone o torment 
| the Soul for ever; and might perhaps go far- 
8 ther, and fay, Gop cannot in Truth and 
1 Reaſon render more unto Sinners than Zh? 
1 Wages of Sin, than what, I mean, is natu- 
| rally due to every Man, according to his 
Works : Yet it would be againſt Reaſon and 
Scripture to ſay the ſame of the Rewards of 
Goodneſs and Virtue, i. e. either that they 
#1 will not, or cannot be, in a future State, po- 
bo iti ve by the mere Will of Gop, any more 
1 than Puniſhments; for Go p may in the Rea- 
. ſon of Things be as good, and kind and boun- 
[| tiful to the juſt Objects of his Mercy as he 
1 pleaſes, becauſe in ſo doing he contradicts no 
moral Property whatever: Whereas to in- 
flict more Puniſhment upon Sinners than is 
naturally and properly due to 'em, would be 
acting with Injuſtice, and againſt the Wiſdom 
and Purity of his divine Government. | 
ACCORDINGLY, the Scripture always 
repreſents eternal Life as freely given, and 
poſitively beſtowed ; No Man can merit it, 


by 
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ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither can it enter into 
the Heart of Man to conceive, We cannot 


0 influence our Practice; or elſe, it will 


ſettle my own Thoughts, as well as 70 afi/t 


by any of, or. all, his Actions. Naturally 
every Man muſt haye periſhed; becauſe the 
Righteouſneſs of the beſt Men is vaſtly defici- 
ent, and any one Sin wilfully committed gy im- 
penitently retained, is enough to make 4 Man 
miſerable for ever: But the Joys of Heaven are 
the Gift of Gor thro Jeſus Chriſt, and St. 
Paul tells us they are ſuch, as Eye hath not 


conceive, what GoD has prepared for them 
that love him ; but.if it was only the natural 
Effects of moral Goodneſs, ſuch as Peace of 
Conſcience, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, a good 
Man might conceive it: And therefore, the 
future Rewards of Piety and Virtue are not 
only natural, but poſitive; vaſtly ſuperior to 
what we as Men de/erve, and thereby exceed- 
ingly fitted to excite our Deſires of, and En- 
deavours after, them. All the Divine Fa- 
vours are deſigned as Spurs to Virtue, but the 
Riches of Go D's Mercy in Chriſt exceed 
them all, and ought therefore in Proportion 


gone aggravate our Puniſhment on the one 
Hand, as it would augment our Reward on 
the other. 

THIS I know is an intricate Subject, and 
has been variouſly handled, but not in every 
thing to general Satisfaction. Therefore 1 


and direct others in the purſuit of Truth; I 
have endeavoured to fix it on ſuch a Foun- 
dation as I think will not eafily be * I 
| ve 


Ln 
have drawn it down from its eternal Source, 
the Nature and Reaſon of Things, on which 
natural Religion itſelf is founded; and have 
explain'd revealed Religion in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as touching this Doctrine, as to make 
it entirely agree with that, to ſerve the Ends 
and Purpoſes of which all Revelation has 
been given, viz. for Doctrine, for Reproof, 
for Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſ= 
refs ; that the Man of Go p, that is, all re- 
ligious and well-diſpoſed Perſons, may be per- 
ect, and throughly furniſhed to all good Works. 
Ir this be the right and only proper View 
that every Chriſtian Doctrine hath before it, 
T perſuade myſelf I have proceeded in the 
Way of Truth; as I have plainly ſhewn, 
that the Eternity of Hell-Torments taught 
and explained in my Method, tends 70 pro- 
mote moral Virtue. and Goodneſs, and the 
other Scheme fo deſtroy every Thing good 
and religious : But #4 this, let every Man 


Judge for himſelf. 
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ture State proved to be perfectly agreeable to the Principles. of Mo- 
ral Philoſophy, | | 


XI. D. Fellow of the Royal College of Phyſicians; and of che Ro- . 3 


XXV. Anatomy Epitomized and Illuſtrated : Containinꝶ 1. A 
concite and plain Deſetiption of all the Parts of the Human Body ; - 
together with their various Uſes in the Animal Oeconomy. 2 
large and choice Collection of Sculptures, exhibiting a juſt Idea of 
. the Figure, Size, Situation, Connection, and Uſes of the ſeveral 


